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Whereby a Man of a 


Moderate Capacity 


May arrive at 


: FULL SATISFACTION 


In all things that concern his 


Everlaſting Salvation. 1 
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| KA I Conſciences of Men; may ſoon find 
Da,, among ſt other Difficulties un- 
aer which they ſometimes labour, 
f = theſe three are, to many, none of 
leaſt perplexing. | 


E Firſt, That they find more Dofrines frequently 
ed and preſſed upon them, as Matters of Re- 
ion, than what they are able, or, in the midſ# 


all their Affairs, have Opportunity, to enquire 


W---- | 
Secondly, That of ſeveral of thoſe Doctrines, 
Vo which they have endeayoured to enquire, they 
e able to frame but very obſcure and imperfect 
ſotions, altho' at the ſame time they are told, 
at the explicit Belief of them is neceſſary to eve- 
Man's eternal Salvation. 

Aud, Thirdly, That notwithſtanding all the 
uſtrations and Arguments that are brought for 
clearing up and confirming of theſe Dottrines, 
till the utmoſt Aſent which they do or can 
ve to them, is not altogether free from ſome 
A 2 Doubts 


| fence two little Books, (of which I have made 7m 
7 NXXIN) on; lately a third, to which 


| ſerious review of the Whole, that ſomething j 


farther and more expreſſly might, and therefi 


ſtep to another, until I arrive at that Satisfa8 


_ eftabliſhed Church particularly, fhall be offend 
Dith me, as guilty, in his Opinion, of too mu 
Moderation, I deſire him ſeriouſly to conjil 
Theſe Words in the ſecond part of our Homil 
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Denbts and Heſttations, which ſometimes, nol 
withſtanding 


all their ae to the contri 
ry, they find unavoidably to ariſe in their Minds. 

For the Satisfaction chi of ſuch Perſons | 
theſe (whoſe Thoughts I have commonly found 
be moſt afflicting to them) 1 publiſhed many Tea 


gave this Title, Religion — by the Teſt | 
2 wa and impartial Reaſon; but Fading upon 


ought to be ſaid for the Cure of thoſe more aſpeciſ 
ty in whoſe Minds the Malady has taken very 0 
Root, I have once more endeavoured (and I hi 
not impertinently) to offer ſomething which n 
be of ſolid Comfort and uſe to them. OS 
That 1 may the more eafily convey my Thong 
into the Mind of my Reader, I have taken u 
me the Perſon (which I ſi ppoſe him to be) of | 
Enquirer into Religion; and have endeavont 
to advance, with all poſſible Glearneſs, from 


on, which at my firſt ſetting out 1 ſuppoſe my | 
10 have wanted. And if any one, of our 01 


Of the Knowledge of Holy Scripture. © 'T ha 
* « Gert, in the Scripture that bs plain to ui 
& deritand, and neceſſary for Salvation, evo 
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The PRE FAE 


Man's Duty is to learn them, to print them 
in Memory, and effectually to exerciſe them. 
And as for the dark Myſteries, to be con- 
tented to be ignorant in them, until ſuch. 
time as it ſhall pleaſe God to open thoſe. 
things unto him. In the mean ſeaſon (N. B.) 
if he lack either Aptneſs or Opportunity, 
God will not impute it to his Folly. 
ben the Reader comes to H. XXII of this 
W:/courſe, I defire him to ſuſpend his Judgment 
, until be has read, and ſeriouſly conſidered 
fXXVII, XL, XLI, XLII. And leſt be ſhould 
en then miftake my Meaning, 1 think it may not 
amiſt here again diftinftly and briefly to lay it 
un in the following Propoſitions. 1 5 
1. J is the indiſpenſible Duty of every Man to 
ep his Mind always in a fitting Diſpoſition for 
ge reception of and afſenting unto, all ſuch Truths 
1 God ſball be pleaſed to propoſe unto him 
of WM 2- Lf the Mind be thus futtingly diſpoſed, and 
> Truth ſufficiently propoſed unto it, with its 
„ of oper Evidence, the tt of Aſeut thereunto of 
Meeſſity follows, and cannot be with-beld. 
3. But to give Aſſent to any thing, as being 
We, without ſufficient Evidence for the ſame, is 
WW ogetber unreaſonable, and (if the Mind be right« 
diſpoſed and under no Deluſion) impoſſible. 
4. Properly ſpeaking then, the Duty of Faith 
ni ts in nothing elſe but @ Readineſs and Wil- 
I hiMgnels to /eek for, receive, and embrace, what- 
o uſer Truth God ſhall be pleaſed any way to propoſe 
eval 26; the Authority or Teſtimony of Cod being 
M. 1 . | Ei- 


' meien 
Evidence beyond Exception for the Truth of an 
Dodtrine; and ſuch Readineſs and Willingneſ 
bie oppoſition to all Partiality and Prejudice) bY 
ing that very Diſpoſition of Mind which we an 
always bound to preſerve. - 
7. But the formal Act of Aſſent (alone conf 
federed) neither is nor can be a Duty. For if th 
Authority or Teftimony of God, or any other Evij 
dence for a Propoſition or Doctrine, appears to 
 fefficient, the Aſſent is neceſſary, and follows 1 
courſe . But if the Evidence does not appear | 
be ſufficient, then the Aſſent is unreaſonable an 
impoſſible. T3 C 4 
When the Reader has well conſider d what i 
have ſaid upon. this Argument in the Diſcourſe 
felf,, I cannot but think that he will be of my ON 
pinion. © ; 
Fhether the Interpretation which T have give 
[$.XLVII] of thoſe Words in our Office of Bajh 
tiſm [All this I ſtedfaſtly believe] may at 
Sight pleaſe every one, is more than 1 will ventuſ 
zo ſay ; but if any one excepts againſt it, I deſiſ 
be would give me his Opinion upon the followin. 
| Cape... 
| A Man bred up in Infidelity, but now in a gol 
i meaſure convinc'd of ihe Truth of Chriſtianity, 
| applies himſelf to one of our Biſhops ( ſuppoſe) fi 7 
| Baptiſm , the Biſhop examines him in the fund 
| mental Principles of our Religion, and, findil 
| 
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that be has atrue Notion of the Meaning of then 
be farther demands whether he heartily and it 
taſtly believes theſe things of which he has th 
| gie | 
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an LD: | 3 
nei ven an Account? The Man anſwers, that he 
Ninot indeed ſay that his Mind is altogether free 


Jom Doubt and Heſitation, which ſometimes he 
ads to ariſe within him, and may probably pro- 
ed either from the Weakneſs of his Underſtand- 
Wo, or (it may be) from ſome Suggeſtion of an 
Jil Spirit; but this with all Sincerity he affirms, 
Hat he is ſo far convinc'd of the Truth of Chriſti 


vity, and the Doftrines of Faith deliver'd by it, 
ay as he firmly purpoſes and reſolves (thro the 


race of God) not only to make Profeſſion of them 
long as he lives, but alſo conſtantly to lead his 
Wife in the moſt exact Conformity thereunto that 
h he can, and inthe Performance of all thoſe 
Puties which are either expreſſly preſcribed by that 
Kc<ligion, or rationally to be deduc'd from the 
„Frinciples of it. 


* { demand whether the Biſhop might lawfully 
% Baptiſm unto ſuch a Man for want of a 
„% datt Belief? And if not, then it is plain that 


Wo more is or ought to be meant by a ſtedfaſt Be- 
ef han according to the Account which I have 
ven thereof in the above-nam'd Section 

But the greateſt Objection that I conceive will 
made againſt this Diſcourſe is, that, by ſuppo- 


7 Ws that God may poſſibly extend ſome Mercy even 
7 i thoſe who are altogether ignorant of Chriſti- 
„ 1 may ſeꝛm to have given too much Encou- 
e Le ment to Infidelity; to obviate which therefore 
| ted deſire it may be obſerv' d, that all that I have 
oy 1 touching this Point is plainly reducible to 


ſe Three Propoſitions, 


—— — 


| 'The PRrEPACE. 4 8 
- "Firſt, That as far as any Man's Ignorance of 
Error is occaſioned by any Neglect or Fault of bi 
dnn, fo far there is all the Reaſon that may bei 
believe that God will puniſh him for the /ame. 
- Secondly, That if a Man, even without an 
Fault or Neglect of his own, is ignorant of 
miſtaken in thoſe things, which, according to ti 
Tenour of the Goſpel, are neceſſary to our Eterni 
Salvation, be can have no Title to that Rewar 
which God, thro Feſus Chrift, has only promi, 
to true Believers. 

. Thirdly, However abſolute the Authority 
God our Creator is over all the Work of his ou 
Hands, yet it cannot be ſuppos'd that he, who! 
inſinitely good and merciful, will inflitt Everlaſt 
ing Miſery upon any Man, for that which is i 
way to be aſcrib'd or juſtly imputed to any Negl: 
or Fault of his own. 

Now altho' what I bave thus ſaid may tend 
_ windicate Chriſtianity from that Cruelty wi 
which ſome falſely charge it, as if it doom d 
Men indifferently to the Flames of Hell ub 
not embrace and profeſs it, (and that in its Tru 
and Purity) without any Allowance made ert 
for their involuntary and invincible Ignorance g 
Errors, yet how this ſpould give Encouragal 
ment 10 any to continue in Iufidelity, Error, 
Ignorance of any Truth that inay be profitable | 
bis Eternal Salvation, in caſe he has any way 0 
being better inform'd, is more than I am able 


Imagine. 
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WHEREBY. 


ty | | | 
Fn Man of a moderate Capacity 
4 


Sn all ins that concern his 
we elk Salvation. 


end 


wil | Mong|t all the * — and Contro- 


44 1 verſies which for ſo many Ages have 
obo | exerciſedhe Wit and Induſtry of Man- 
7521 kind, there is, in my judgment, but 


ſingle Enquiry that can fully recompence the 
5 Labour. and Diligence we can beſtow 
: And that is, What is neceſſary to be done 
* to the avoiding of everlaſting AA. , and 
'tatnment of eternal Happineſs ? | 

. 1 grant indeed that it is but a fooliſh piece 
ynical Moroſeneſs for a Man to defþiſe, or 
, either Riches, or Honour, or Learning, 'or 
thing that may be an Inſtrument of doing 
J, or even of innocent Comfort or Delight, 
B eicher 


4 el 
ce 
1ragt 
or, 
able | 
way | 
able | 


AI | 
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either to himſelf or others; provided that for t 
obtaining of it he neither violates his Conſcien 
| — Fc his Quiet and Contentment of Mia 
However, if my Endeavours after any of th 
things ye altogether unſucceſsful, I find it if 
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at Jeaſt, poſſible for a Man to bear the want 
them: But having an unalterable Perſuaſion if 
my Mind that my Soul is immortal, and tf 
aſter this ſhort and troubleſome Life ſhall have 
end, I muſt of neceſlify enter upon a State, eit 
of Joy or Miſery, that is to Baſt to all Eterni 
often as I ſeriouſly think of this (and evi 
Man I believe ſometimes muſt think of it whet 
he will or no) I find it abſolutely impoſſible 
have the leaſt true Comfort or Satisfaction with 
my felf (whatever my worldly Condition may h 
_ as long as Tremam*uncertain concerning the W 
and Method: to be taken for the avoiding: what 
cannot but dread, and the obtaining of whats 
neceflanly and above all other things, deſire. 
III. All that is or can poſſibly be neceſſary 
my part for the eſcaping of this future Miſery a 
attainment of Happineſs, is to Keep the 
| mandments of God, Mat. 19.17. Lutte 10. 284 
thereby ſecure his Favours to me. S0 ſays 
Bleſſed Saviour in expreis Terms: And, if 
ſuppoſe our everlafting Portion in the Life 
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wr 
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come, to be aſſigned to every Man by no ot | 
Authority but that of God himſelf, (in which | Ol 
Religions whatſoever do fully agree) it cannot : 

ai 


imagined that any thing which he has no 
commanded (that is to ſay neither expreſly, no! 
conſequence) ſhould be any way neceſſary 
order to the obtaining a ſhare of that Rewa 
of which he alone has the ſole and entire Dil 
bution. 3 | | 
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IV. If any one ſhall tell me, that it is mot 
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that, in order to my Salvation, it is nereſſary atſd 
it Wat I believe thoſe doctrinal Traths which he has 
ade known unto us; or thoſe, at the leaſt, which 
2 commonly call Articles of Faith; I anſw 
at whatever God has commanded me to be 
ve, I am certainly bound to believe according- 
and if I do not ſo believe, I am jultly to be 
niſhed with eternal Damnation. But if a 
rine be in its ſelf never ſo true, yet if God 
no way laid any Command upon me to be- 
e it, in this caſe, not to believe is no Sin, (for 
e no Law (or in other terms no mand) &, 
e is no Tranſgreſſiun; that is to ſay no Sin, 
1. 14. 15.) nor, conſequently, can this my 
Int of Belief be any bar or obſtruction to my 
ation. n SI | „ 
. Obedience, truly ſuch, to a Command of 
, always, in the very nature of the thing, pre- 
poſes a ſufficient Knowledge both of the thing 
e done, and alſo of its being required by God. 
it I am ignorant of the former of theſe, it 
t be by Chance and not Choice, if my Action 
onformable to the Rule that is given me; ani 
the latter, whatever I may chance to do, it 
| pore from ſome other Principle, and not 
ot Obedience. {RES L179 79, Se 
I. That therefore I may arrive at that full 
faction and Conviction of Mind, which in 
whole Affair T ſeek for, it muſt be my buſineſs 
ully to enquire, Firff, By what Rule I may 
| mes know, whether God has commanded 
Mor fuch a thing, or not. And, Secondly, (by 
war Attendance to this Rule) What are all the 
Aland ee things, which make up the 
117, and Import of his Commands, 12 4-2 
L CE B 2 VII. Put 


jough for me to leep God's Commandments ; but 


Ft | 
(4) * 
VII. Bat here let me note, once fer all, th 
under this Expreſſion, viz. God's Commands, 
Commandments, we are always to comprehend b 
Probibitions alſo: His negative Precepts (ſuch WM 
Then {halt not commit Adultery, Thou ſhalt not Ste; 
being always called his Commandments, as well 
His poſttive ones, ſuch as Remember to keep Holy if 
1 ath Day, and Honour thy Father and thy 
p 25:15 015 4 
VIII. By a Command, properly ſpeaking, il 
always mean, The Will of a lawful Superiour ſi. 
Fed to his Inferiour as a Rule whereby he is require 
Act. He who has no lawful Authority over wil 
let him ſignify his Will to me in what man 
' ſoever, yet ſuch Signification (however it may 
an Uſurpation or Preſumption, or by what o 
Name we may call it) is not, in Proprietiſ 
Speech, to be looked upon as a Command, offi 
ſuch to be obeyed. +77 
= IX. That God is mine and every Creatures 
ful Superiour, is beyond all doubt. Now the 
of God is either a Rule to his own Actions; 
then we call it his Decree: Or to the nec 
Actions of his Creatures; and then we call i 
La of the Creation, or to the voluntary Attis 
Auch of his Creatures as are intelligent, and | 
the Freedom of Choice; and this ſame Wi 
| God, when it is ſignified to any ſuch Creatuy 
» a Rule whereby he is required to act, is wha 
call the Command of God, or the Law of God, 1 
Word Law is commonly underſtood in the 
Senſe and Meaning of it. tj 
EX. From the very Nature and Definition 
Crmmand, thus laid down, it molt evident! 
lows, that however God may have been plea 
ſignify his Will as a Rule of Action. unto q 
yet this can be no Command io me, except I 1 
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at leaſt have = Opportunity of coming fo 


ds, Mc knowledge of it. When the Matter of a L 
nd | framed, and put into properWords, yet it does 
uch Wt receive its SanRtion ; that is to ſay, it is in ef- 
Ste no Law, until it is promulged: Not does the 
wel of God become a Command until it is ſgniſied 
Joly Mat is to ſay made known) to thoſe who are to 
Mey it, [5. VIII. = 


\ 


XI. If we will ipeak properly, wherever a Cons 


18, When is, there muſt be, Firſt, A Perſon command- 
. And, Secondly, A Perfon commanded. And 
17:18 all the reſt of Mankind were commanded by 
ver d to do any thing, yet if I am not eommanded 


ong the reft, the Command is to me no Com- 


maj{Wand : Nor can I be ſaid to be commanded, except 
at ohe Command be directed to me; and how can 
riethhy Command be ſaid to be directed to him to 
d, hom it is not ſigniſied; that is to ſay, who ne- 


er knows any thing of it, nor has the Means or 


wes Wpportunity of ſuch knowledge? | | 
the XII. If it be objected that even the Servant who 
is; Whew not his Lord's Will was yet to be beaten, tho 
nec with few Stripes, tor not performing it, Luke 
all ig. 43. | anſwer, that in the Interpretation of all 
wy Ir Bleſfed Saviour's ral Diſcourſes (and more 
in 


ectally thoſe that are 2 up in parabolical 
preſſions) we mult never depart from the Rules 


catuW evident Reaſon and plain natural Equity. If 

whaWen in this Parable (for ſuch it is) we ſuppoſe 

od, Pat this Servant's Ignorance was occaſioned by 
me want of Diligence in himſelf, his Fault, in 


t performing his Maſter's Will, muſt alſo be; 


tion ppoſed to deſerve: ſome Correction, tho not ſo- 
enu eat as that of his Fellow-fervant, who is ſaid to 
plea ve tnenn his Lord's Will, and yet not to have pre- 
to Med himſelf nor done avcordingly. But if we ſup- 


the ignorant Servant had zo way of 
B. 3 coming 


le that 


(6) 48 
coming to the knowledge of his Lord's Will, ar 
conſequently that this his Ignorance was not ing 
the leaſt any Fault of his, for his Lord to hay 
puniſhed him but with one fingle Stripe for no 
doing that which he could not poſſibly know 
and which: therefore was impoſſible for him 
perform, would have been an unreaſonable Cu 
ty, if not Injuſtice, and therefore cannot be ſupp 
ſed to have the leaſt approbation from our Bleſſ: 
Saviour. Neither will it be abſurd, where th 
Reaſon: of the thing requires it, to interpret W 
diminutive Expreſſion in an abſolutely negative Senſe 
He ſhalh be called the lea (that is, he thall not 
reckoned at all as) in the kingdom of Heaven, Mai 
5. 19. And why not in like manner here, (fn 
the Rules of Reaſon. do as neceſſarily require it 
if we ſuppaſe the Servant's Ignorance to have bee 
abſolutely invincible) he Tall be beaten with fea 
. , be hall not be beate 
At all? Cog Pay arg 
XIII. The giving, of 4 Ommand neceſſarily im 
_ Plies 4 requiring Te Performance of the thing con 

manded. If (for Example) I ſhould fay an hun 
dred times to my Child or Servant, J comm an 
vou to do ſuch a thing, and at the ſame time i 
ſufficiently appears that I do not really require th 
Performance of what thus in Words I ſeem tf 
command, my verbal Command, in this caſe, 1 
Plainly no real one; that is to ſay, it is no On. 
mand at all. And if in like manner it appcary 
that there is any thing which God neither doc] 
nor can be ſuppoſed to require, from any Manf 
ſuch a thing as this can never be the Matter ol 
any Command of his, however the form of Word 
may ſeem in outward appearance to extend them. 
ſelpes to it. Now whoſoever is truly jw#, andy 
Vibe, cannot, and he that is good and merciful mot 
3 | certainly 


S e 


. 
tainly will not require any thing from any pew 
; 5 is inpoſſble or beyond his Ability to 
form. If therefore it be ever pretended that 
thing of that ſort 1s commanded by God, it 


I, ani 
ot ff 
ba 
Or no 


my tbe a Miſtake 5 for no Truth can be more 
— pe, can neuer be the Matter of a Divine Cum- 


114. Eg 

=—_ XIV. In the very Nature and Notipn of a 
and, as given te à voluntary Agent, it is 
o neceſfarily implied that it is in the power of 
Perſon, to whom the Command 18 given, nor 
do the thing commanded. For inſtance, It 
Wy, upon occaſion, be proper to command a 


= 


=_ Wild to eat his Food; but ſuppoſing him con- 
e bel ntly and regularly ſo to do; to command him 
[Wer abſurd. The reaſon is, becauſe this is what 


ate muſt neceſſarily do, and cannot avoid, until ſuch 


e as he is come to his full Growth. The like 


1 on Wy be ſaid of commanding a healthy Man to be 
hunery when he is long without Meat, or thirſty 
„n dut Drink, or cold when he is in the Snow, 


hot when he is in a warm Bath; for theſe are 
Iygs of natural Necefſity, and not of voluntary 
ie, and therefore are altogether ancapable of 
ng the Matter of a Command. If therefore 


3 one, upon occaſion, ſhall tell me that God 

pear commanded me to do this, or that thing, which 

does 1 cannot avoid doing if I would, but mult of 

Mang eceſſity do whether I will or no, I muſt look 

r oon this alſo as a Miſtake; and that for the: 
| { 


Faſon which J have jult now given. 

V. Fabulous Stories and feigned. Miracles, 
Wnoingly contrived, and confidently * impoſed 
Won ignorant or unthinking Men; Cuſtom and. 
Wadition, which, from a OE may- 
I 4 in 


| fluence upon the Imagination or Paſſions of Maj 


ing and maintaining of Superſtition, whole 


always neceſſarily have its ultimate Foundation | 


Religion would be no better than 4 Houſe b. 


— — 

oY * v — * * 1 - a N 

2 — ge 963 el ; 28020”. 
— . ˙ - w a AO r 


Proofs which may be brought for Religion; it 


fett. If ever therefore we could ſuppoſe t 


did at all exiſt, it is demonflrarion that nothi 


and are daily produced; that is, in other Terr 
that there is 4 Being who made all other thin 


other Truth in Religion is, by a longer or = 


; 8 0 
(89) 


, 


in Tract of Time gr vv ſtrong and prevalent; 1 


Authority of Men in Power, or of Repute (Wh 
their ſuppoſed Learning or Sanctity; tempo 
Encouragement on the one hand, or PerſecutiW 
on the other; or whatever elſe may have an Ir 


kind, all or any of theſe things, I ſay, may 
themſelves alone be very inſtrumental in 75 
Net 


dence is chiefſy in the Fancy); But true Religi 
which is 4 ſober, and. ſerious Per ſuaſion of the Mi 
(whatever collateral Helps may be given 1t) m 


clear and ſolid Reaſon. If I were not firſt Rati 
nal, it would be impoſſible that I could ever 
truly Religious; and if I had not a well ground 
Reaſon of the Hope that is in me [I Pet, 3.15.] n 


upon the Sand [Mat. 7. 26.] or indeed a Caſtle 
the Air. 2] 3 
XVI. To give a few ſhort Hints of ſome oft 


a ſelf· evident Principle, engrafted in every Mae 
Reaſon, that where no Cauſe is, there can be not 


there was ſo much as one Inſt ant wherein nothi 


could ever be produced into Exiſtence : Fro 
whence the Conſequence is no leſs than 1ndul 
table, That therefore there is ſome firſt and eie 
nal Cauſe of all. thoſe Effects which have be 


but is Himſelf without beginning, whom wee 
by the Name of GOD. IEF: 
XVII. And, after the ſame manner, en: 


T 


2 


(9) 


t; (Win o Conlequen ces, to be deduced from ſome 
te (ihe 1110 and ſelf- evident Principles of Reaſon, 

a poihs (for Example) from tlie many illuſtrious 
cutiWks of MWiſdom in the Contrivance of all the 
wy ral Parts of the World, of Power in the Frame 
Mag 


Structure of it, and of Geodneſs and — 
e in that Proviſion which therein is made for 
well being of all ſorts of Creatures according 
heir ſeveral Capacities, it is moſt clearly pro- 
even antecedent to Revelation, that God, who 
e the World, is 4 moſt wiſe, powerful, good and 


mi cent Being; and, conſequently, as ſuch, 20 
ion Woved, adored, worſhip d, and relied upon, From 
Rai Prophecies recorded in the Old Teſtament, 
ver WW fulfilled in the Perſon of our Blefſed Savioxr, 
3 evidently proved that he is the M. ſſias, 
.] Wm God had promiſed to ſend into the World; 
bon Reaſon ſufficiently aſſuring us that none 
(tle God could foretel fo many Particulars, in 


nſelves contingent, ſo many Years before 
7 came to paſs. From the many Miracles 


it were wrought by Chriſt and his Diſciples, it 
Maeyond Contradiction proved that Chriſt ianity is 
110 G; Reaſon it ſelf molt clearly informing 
tb that He only who is the Author of Nature, 
20d thus controul it and aller its Courſe; an 
oth the bitter Sufferings and Perſecutions which 
Fraß many underwent, purely for the Teſtimony 
duch they gave to theſe M racles and Doctrine, 
d ei Truth of the Matter of Fact is abundantly 
e befWbliſhed : Reaſon here again intorming us that 
Terißhh a number of Men (and ſuch Men eſpecially * 
thin they were, both for their Honeſty aud Sim- 


ty) neither could if they would, nor would 
0 could, combine together in this manner to 
Pole an unprofitable Lye (for if it were a Lye, 


it muſt be a moſt 
World. — 


every where obtained throughout the whole ( 
tian Church, it beyond Controverſy follows 


Aanity: My Reaſon aſſuring me that it was 
able to the Doctrine received by them; and 


the evident Impoſſibility of univerſally corn 


in the ſame Bxpreſſions, or exactly in the 


further; but T thought it not improper to ſay! 
much to put my Reader in mind that wha 


—— 


(w) 


unprofitable one) upouſ 


XVIII. From the univerſal r l 

the Holy Scriptures of the Oli Teſfament fron 
— — inning, and thoſe of the New 77g. 
as as they were publiſhed'and made kn 


thoſe Writings, as they were at that time en 
did authentickly contain the Doctrine of Chi 


poſſible" for ſuch a vaſt multitude of Peoph 
far and near profeſſed that Religion, to com 
together in receiving Books that were not ay 


ing thoſe Books in the Hands of ſuch multi 
of Men as had them, and conftantly {iy 
them, ſome in their original Languages 
others in their ſeveral Tranſlations, my K 
moſt clearly infers that wherever all, or al 
all, the ſevera! Copies and Tranflations do a 


Senſe, there we certainly have the true and 
mitive Doctrine of Chtiſtianity. And if 1n 
few Paſſages ſome diverſity of Words or Ex; 
ſions, which I am not able to rectify, or 
other Cauſe whatſoever, has rendred the My 
ing ſo obſcure as that J have no reaſonable 
whereby- to fix and determine it, from ſuch! 
ſages as theſe I cannot at all*infer-what the. 
of God is, or eſtabliſh any Point of Rel 
upon them, or any of them. 
XIX. I ſhall proſecute this Point at preſenſ 
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any Man gives a juſt Aſſent to in Matters of 


„ 
muſt at the laſt to be founded up- 
d ſupported by Reaſn. No Man can give 
» vl Aent to any thing that is not ſelf-evident 
Wherefore needs no Proof) t the Fruth 
e inferred from ſomething elſe, to which, 
g true, be already has given a juſt Aſſent; 
his, in like manner, muſt either be ſelſ- 
, or elſe inferred from ſome otber Truth 
Ws already aſſented to. So that either we 
or ever be going back, and ſo can never 
To prove any thing at all; or elſe our Proof 
gin with, and ſo be originally founded upon 
ruth that is evident by its own native Light; 
refoxe ſtands in no need of being proved. 
-aſon is the only Faculty that is capable of 
2g or apprehending the native Evidence of 
Truth; therefore either we mult never 
o make any Proof of Religion at all (an 
ity which no Man ſure will maintain) or 
th of it muſt ultimately, and at the laſt, 
oon the Principles of Reaſon > Nor is there 
odrine or Rule of zatmral Religion, but 
may be very clearly eſtabliſhed upon ſuch 
ples: And whatever is made known unto 
Revelation, it is all ſupported by this one 
roulable Reaſon, viz. God, who cannot lye, 
n his authentick Teſt imony to it; therefore 
„ Or God, who is the ſupreme Lord of 
commanded it; therefore it is obligatory. 
Since then by being a Griſtian I do not 
o be a Man, nor Bo Revelation deſtroy 
in, but plainly offers it ſelf to be ſoberly 
ed thereby, there being no other poſſible 
gain my j#/# Aſſent to it. I ſhall make the 
e I can of Reaſon and Revelation together, 
r to make the cleareſt Diſcovery that | 


1 | 
fibly I can, of all the ſeveral Commands that 

bas been pleaſed to lay upon me. 188 

XXI. When I ſay [$. XIIL} that har; 
impoſſible to be done, can never be the Mat. 
Divine Command ; by impoſſible, 1 mean not 
that which is naturally, but allo whate 
morally ſo; that is to ſay, whatever is bey. 


reach of a Man's fincere and diligent Endes A 
For Example, It is naturally 4 for . 
to fly, becauſe all the Art and Induſtry i 1 

Vorld can never furniſh him with Wing f 


chat purpoſe ; but tt is only morally ſo for a 
Man, who is bred to the Spade or Hamm 
become a great Linguiſt or Mathematician 
that he wants a Capacity or natural Ability! 
but becauſe he is akogether unfurniſhed ( 
Means whereby alone he might arrive unto 
Attainments. And whoſvever ferioully cor 
the Wiſdom and Fuftice, as welt as the 
and Goodneſs of God, will eaſily conclude tt 
will no more require, nor conſequently com 
the laiter of theſe things than the former. 
XXII. If at any time F have ſufficient 
3 or Proof of the Truth of a r 
poſi ion, it is not in wer to nith- Hu 
Aſſent from it; and u Fo inch Proof of 
dence as to me appears to be ſufficient, it 
impoſſible for me to give my Aſſent unts it. 
whence it follows [by $. XIHI, XIV.] that! 
or with hold my Aſſent to, or from any Dil 
cannot (formally taken as the Schools ipeak) 
fubject Mutter of any Command of God; and 
fore, if Faith be a thing commanded or requir 
him (as moſt certainly it is) it muſt be on 
other account, and not only as a bare Belief (of 
18 one ſort of Aſſent) given io any ſpect 
Truth whatſoever. [Ser farther, S. XL, X 2 : Y 


| (13) Ma g 
III. If, for want of ſome ſort of reaſonable -. 4 
ation, or of Capacity of Underſtanding, 1 4 
had had any the leaſt Apprehenſion of God, 
Will (which is taken to be the Caſe of ſome 
ſavage People in the World) it could not 
have been ſaid that God had given me any 
r of Command at all; for to whom God's Will 
| at all ſignified, to him no Command from 
Is given, [S. VIII.] And where there is no ſuf- 
, either Information to give, or Capacity to 
„e, any manner of Knowledge or Apprehen» 
Df any thing, to ſuch a Man that thing, what- 
x it is, can never be ſaid to have been ſignifi- 
nor can any one be ſaid to have received 4 


1 and, or that it is directed to him, except he 
5 rg | it, OT at leaſt has {ome Opportunity of com= : 1 
ate do the Knowledge of it, [$. X, XI. From A 


nce it follows, that · if I had always been and 
inu'd in ſuch a State of profound and invin= _ 
Ignorance, I could not all that while have 
1 ſaid to have broken any Command of God, 
ing never received any, and conſequently, 
atever he might be pleas'd in ſuch a Caſe to do 
ne by his abſolute Authority (which by his Crea- 
s ought always to be ſubmitted to, and never 
puted) he could not be ſaid to puniſh me for 
Diſobedience ; for he that has received no Com- 
nd, cannot be truly ſaid to have been diſobedi- 
W to any. D | 
XXIV. But having been often told and aſſurd 
y ſome who appear to have lov'd me, and by 
any who could have no Intereſt to deceive me) 
Bt there is a God moſt wiſe, good, jult, and 
werful, who made all things, and has given 
to Mankind certain Commands or Laws, by 
P1ch he requires that they ſhould regulate their 
tions, Whereot he will one Day demand a ſtrict 
| Account 


all 
4 _ 


— —— —: 


en) 


|  Accontfiomthem, even thus much Notice i. 
bl if as yet I had no more, I take to be a fuf a 
| | Signification of God's Will; that is to ſay, [S. 25 
1 a Command from God to me that I ſhould wii oe 

$I Seriouſneſs make a farther and ftrict Enquir is 


theſe Matters; and if there be a great D 


Account to come (and who can affure me 
| "there is not?) what Excuſe can I be ſuppoſ i, 

make for my ſelf when I ſhall be taxed wifi 
| Breach of all God's Commands? If I ti; 
| plead for my felf that I did not nom them, ¶ v 


therefore cannot be ſaid to have diſobey d ther 
may be reply d, that I had Warning ſufficien 
ven me to have put me upon a diligent En; 
after them, which if 'T neglected to make, | 
altogether inexcuſable, the leaſt C probable] l 
mation that is any way given to an [rferior 0 
Will of his Szperior being ſufficient to la 
under an Obligation at leaſt to make a far 
Search, if haply he may come to a fuller 
clearer Diſcovery of 1t ; the Servant who has 
ficient Opportunity of knowing his Lord's U 
but declines it, is almoſt as much to blam: 
think, as he who knows it, yet does not perkc 
it, and therefore moſt juſtly comes under the 
Condemnation of being beaten with many Siri 
Luke 12. 47. 1 
XXV. To make the beſt Enquiry (then) tha 
can into the Will of God, in order to the Reg 
lation of all my Actions thereby, is ſo very q 
dently my Duty, that it is not poſſible for me 
* haye a fuller Conviction of any Truth what ſſoen 
and if I am negligent, or do any way prevaric: 
1n this great and important Search, my own Co 
ſcience muſt condemn ine, and plainly tell! 
that I moſt juſtly deſerve the utmoſt Puniſhme 
that the Divine Vengeance ſhall think fit or 1 
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4 4 +7 4a | 
lict upon me; but if with all Sincerity and 
AN 'Tntention'T-uſe my moſt diligent 
yours in this whole Affair, I am on the other 
as well aſſur d that more than this God nei - 
bes nor ever will require from me, for what- 
is beyond my moſt ſincere and diligent En- 
rs is to me, if not naturally, yet at leaſt 
y impoſſibie, and vrhatſoever 1s either of theſe 
impaſſible can never be the Matter of any of 

Commands, or, in other Terms, cannot be 
We by him, [S. XI. JJ 
VI. It will be objected, that, according to 
octrine, an honeſt Heathen has as good a 
o Eternal Salvation as a Chriſtian. I an- 
not at all. If we ſuppoſe a Man (whether 
zen or Turk, or whatever he is) to be thus 
incere and diligent, firſt in making all poſ- 
nquiry into the Will of God, and then in 
Wing it as far as euer he comes to the Know- 

of it, it will follow from what I have ſaid 
od neither will nor can puniſh him for not 
more, i. e. for not doing that which was 
ble, and therefore neither was nor could be 
d from him. ¶ S. XIII. XXI. ] But on the other 
to entitle a Man to Salvation, which is a 
d, there muſt of neceſſity be either ſome Me- 
the Perſon or ſome Promiſe of God ſufficient 
dund this Title upon. As to the former of 
it is impoflible, I think, in the very nature 
e thing, for Man to merit any thing from 
to whole free Bounty alone we entirely owe 
at we are or have, whoſe Dominion over us 
olute, and without any Limitation, except 
his own Mercy and Goodneſs, and to whoſe 
neſs, or Well-being, all Mankind, or even 
hole Creation, cannot add ſo much as one 
WF Grain. And, for the latter, what God br 
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that ſame Baptiſm which I ſo received. But 


"WV 1 
his infinite Mercy may do, is altogether 2 
to us: But there is no Prowiſe of Salvation, 
I know of, but through Faith in Je ſus 
and Obedience to the Rules of the Goſpel. Wh 
XXVII. Obedience to each Command of WW 
always of Neceſſity is grounded upon, and 
ſuppoſes, an Aſſent given to all that ! 
(whatever it may be) without which the (Won 
dience its ſelf is impracticable. For Examp : 
is commanded Thos ſhalt' love the Lord th 
with all thy heart, &c. Mat. 22. 37. This (if 
mand no Man can obey except he firſt aſſen 
theſe Truths, viz. That there is 4 God, and Mon 
he is endowed with ſuch Attributes as render 
amiable, or a fit Object of our Love. It i; 
commanded, that all Nations ſhould: be bat 
in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and In's 
Holy Ghoſt, Mat. 28. 19. And tho' I was 
baptized when I was an Infant, and hal 
Senſe of it, yet now I am at Ape, I take 
Command {till ſo far to extend to me, as s 
lige me always to own, and on my part to 


I cannot do, except I firſt aſſent to the nc. 
and Authority of the Father, the Son, and, : 
Holy Gho#, in whoſe Name I received my Bap: 
And if we ſhould run through the whole Civic 
logue of God's Commands, we ſhould find | 
they all do thus pre-ſuppoſe ſome certain Tou 
without an Aſſent to which there can be no 
Obedience; that is to ſay, none that is agree 
to the plain Deſign of the Command. And 
tho to give my Aſſent to, or withold it from 
Doctrine (how true or falſe ſoever) is formal ac 
matter of a Divine Command, [S. XXII.] 
ſince it is moſt evident that an Error in one li 
Point of Speculation may, in conſequence, b 
Una 


EOS. © 
didable Cauſe of many more; and Errors in 
ative Points, if they prove contrary to any 
dſe Truths which, as I have ſaid, are pre- 
ſed by any of God's Commands, muſt ne- 
ly miſlead the Perſon, who thus errs, from 
xactneſs of true Obedience which is requi- 
om every Man as far as it comes within his 
r: I take this to be a ſufficient Signification 
Mill, that is to ſay; 4 Command from him to 


15 8. VIII.] that I ſhould always take the beſt 
ſeuſſ 1 can ever to keep my Mind in ſuch a Dif- 
nd on, as that it may, as much as is poſſible, 
der all Errors, and receive no other Doctrine 


chat is true. 


VIII. That there are degrees of Strength in 
1d n's aſſent to any Truth, according to thoſe: 
as ß apprehenſion of the Truth it felt, and the: 
had that are brought for it, I take to be unde- 
Kellie, I give my Aſſent (for Example) to- 


s of ſeveral kinds; ſome of them I can 
demonſtrate, and theretore can never en- 
the leaſt Doubt of them; for others I'have: 


e Hncurrence of ſo many very probable Argu- 
ind, as amount to little leſs than a Demons; 
pn ; and, laſtly, for others again I have fuch* 
e Neaidence, as gives me reaſonable Satisfaction, 
1d Het is not ſufficient to ſecure my Mind againſt: 
Tn houbt that may poſſibly ariſe from ſome Ob- 


ns that are brought on the contrary Side: 
ſtrengih therefore of »y Aſſent to theſe ſeveral 
of Truths, muſt, in contequence, be of dif- 
degrees: And, in like manner, . ſeveral: 
according to the difference of their Capas! 
or of the Proof which they have received 
ne and the ſame Truth, may in very diffe- 
Negrees give their Aſſent to it. Nov the very! 
or weakeſt degree of Aſſent (provided. it} 
C really 
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dience to any Command of God, to which 
ceſſarily to be pre-ſuppoſed. If I own the | 
Goodneſs, and all other his Perfections for v 


for another of his Commands that, accordin 


fall be in the Practice of the latter. 


vours, firſt, to know the Commands of 


city or ſufficient Information, I do it but we 


(12) 1 
really is an Aſſent) to any ſuch Truth as 1 
been ſpeaking of [S. XXVII.] is a rational F 
dation for the Performance of any Duty, or ( 


Aſſent to ſuch a Truth is as a Ground-work 
of God, and bis Attributes of Wiſdom, Ju 
he ought to be loved; altho, for want of 


and .imperfectly, and not without a Mixtu 
Heſitation and Doubt, yet if I do it at all, 
theſe things appear to me but a little more 
bable than their Contraries, the ſame way 
the Scale turns in Speculation, it ought alſo t 
in Prattice; and upon this Foundation I. 
and am bound to love God as he has comm 
ed: And the like Concluſion may, in the 
Caſe, be made upon all or any other of his (i 
mandments. But at the ſame time it is evi 
that the Fronger and firmer my Aﬀent is to 
ſuch fundamental Truth, the more fixt and | 
dy my Obedience is like to be to any ſuch 
mand as is built upon it. It appears therefaſ 
me to be God's Will, and conſequently I tal 


the beſt of my Capacity and Opportunitil 
ſhould always ſeek after the cleareſt and belt! 
dence that is to be had, for all ſuch Truth 
can find to have an Influence on my Daus). 
the better I am confirmed in my Aſſent tof 
ſtrmer, the more ſtedfaſt, in all probabili 


XXIX. My molt ſincere and diligent EH 
together with the Truths which they preſup ex 


(CS XXYII.] and then to kcep and (obſerve Mis! 
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I Wo all that is within my power, and therefore 
FW that he can be ſuppoſed to require, and what 
r Whnoſt. certainly will require from me, [S. XXIV, 
V, Cc. ] It is altogether neceflary that 1 
d uld well ne one is thy gue Fn of 
Sincerity and Diligence, and wherein they do 
liſt. Fer if 1 am deceived in my Noten, of. 
e things, I. may either faney my ſelf not to 
andere or diligent, when really Lam ſo, ang 
wal: 1 ſhould be a continual Torment to my ſelf; 
iſe I may perhaps think that I am ſincere and 
rent, when really I am not fo, and thereby 
re I of that eternal Happineſs which otherwiſe, . 
ay ugh the Mercy and Goodneſs of God, I might 
> Win unto. Now x Man's Endeavours are then 
Fs {aid to be fircere; When really and truly he 
Fe: to obtain and compaſs whatever in appear- 
e he pretends to ſtrive for; and Diligence alto- 
er conſiſts in laying the Speedieſt and ſureſt Hold + 
an upon every Opportunity that at any time 
ents nſelf,- or can be gained to that purpofe : : 
| whether I do thus, without any Diſſimula- 
„Deßre both to know and keep the Com- 
dments of God, and carefully lay hold om all 
Opportunities as I can, in order to the com- 
lung this my unfeigned Deſire, is plainly what 
nt ennot be ignorant of or deceived in, if I do 
elt ſtrictiy examine, and put the Queſtions 
hing thoſe Matters home to my own Con- 
il yo SIGH HE EDEN ny 5 
ox. The Opportunities which different Men 
111 of coming to the Knowledge of God's Com- 
as, and of thoſe Truths which muſt firſt in - 
degree be affented to, before our Obedience 
of Jem can be either rational or practicable 
UCOX' VI. are very various, both as to their 
c sand Degrees; according to the Capacity 
* by 4 and. 
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For Example, A Book that is well and ration: 


ther ignorant of our Language; and but of 


(20) : 
and other Circumſtances of each particular M. 
and that may be a great Opportunity to 
which is very little or none at all to ano 


writ in che Engliſh Tongue, may poſſibly af 
much Inſtruction to me in theſe Matters, w 
at the ſame time it would be of no Advantage 
others, who. either cannot Read, or are ali 


Itle to ſuch as, tho' able to read Engliſh, 


may not have ſufficient Capacity in many pla | 
fully to underſtand the Meaning of what i 
written: And the like may be ſaid of all offffho 
ways of attaining to this Knowledge; ; ſfuchMr: 
frequenting the Church, hearing of Sermons, Mya 
ing to School or to the Univerſity,” the Stud 
Languages, Philoſophy , Hiſtory or AntiquiiMWen 
and whatever elſe may any way conduce toil ! 
rendring of Men more learned or knowing in 
things of Religion, which ſome Men have mer 
in their Power than others to make noſe of; I 
ſome again have leſs Capacity than others to 
ceive Benefit by. Here then it is, in the iy 
firſt place, incumbent on every Mau, who en 
the leaſt apprehenſion of his Duty, or ſenſs, 
God's Authority, ſeriouſly. to enquire and can: 
der what Opportunities he himſ:If in parti m. 
has of any way coming to the Knowlege of Wm 
Divine Commands, — of ſuch neceſſary Id 
as muſt always be pre- ſuppoſed by him that oP: 
Obedience to them. For if with all Dili ny 
and Sincerity he makes the beſt uſe he canort 
theſe Opportiniti,s, and afterwards in like Mm 
ner reduces his Knowledge into practice, he. 
then done the utmoſt that God requires from tf 


IS. XIL XXI] But if he be ſlack or negtigen{un 
the matler, Ox through any voluntary Omulld . 


rr 
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wn remains in Tgnorance of what he ought 
, he has no manner of Excuſe to make for 
lf, nor can reaſonably have any other Ex- 
tion, than to be condemned and ſeverely 
ſhed: for what he cannot deny to have been 
ether his own Fault, [S. XXIV) 275 
XXI. What and how many Opportunities 
of competent Learning may have of acqui- 
this Knowledge, of Which I am now ſpeak- 
they are much better able to diſcern, each 
for himſelf, than I can pretend to be to tell 
: But the generality of Mankind conſiſting 
oſe whom we commonly call aulearned, who 
r cannot ſo much as read, or if they can, yet 
ant of the uſual Means of farther improving 
Underſtanding, have not a Capacity to ap- 
end any thing but what they either have been 
much uſed to, or elſe is made exceedingly 
and eaſy; 1 ſhall place my ſelf among the 
r rank of ſuch ſort of People, and ſuppoſing 
were now but beginning my Search after 

aſting Salvation, I (hall conſider what Succeſs 
ay well be ſuppoſed to have, if I honeſtly and 
ently ſeek after the Way to it; or, in other 
„ what Opportunities I in ſuch Circumſtan- 
nay have of finding out what it is that God 
mands me to do, my Obedience to ſuch his 
mands being all that is or can be required, 
rder thereunto, from me, [S. III, IV.] 
XXII. If I take any Man, or Society of Men; 
ny Book, for my Rule or Guide in this moſt 
Wortant Affair, and conclude every thing to be 
ommand of God, that ſuch Man, Society, or 
, ſhall propoſe to me under that. Notion, I 
firſt and before-hand have ſome ſufficient 
iment to conyince. me of the Authority which 
| or any of them have / to declare the — 
man 


C 22 Y | 
mands Ng unto me: — — = 
viction, I have no way to diſtinguiſh bet 
falſe Chriſt, n Reveli d 
and a true one; and conſequently can haf 
more Ground for the following of the latter 
the former, or indeed of any of them at all 
til ſome ſuſſicient Argument is offered fo 
Proof of their Truth and Authority. Nom 
Argument muſt either be drawn from the A 
rity of ſoine other Man, Society, or Book, y 
again will require the like Proof; and the 
muſt for ever go back, and, conſequently, for 
of a beginning, can never make any Proof 
of what we 1ntend; or elfe we muſt bez 

... ſome one or more Principles of Reaſon, of 
oh Truth we are ſufficientiy ſatisfied from their 
| | ; Self! evidence, and without any other Proof 


what their proper and native Light affords 

4 them. I find then an abfolute Neceſſity of b 
$ ning my Search after God's Commands, an 
muß Truths that have any neceflary relatic 

them, upon the Ground of ſuch Principles 
clear and evident to my own Reaſon, exct 

I ſhou!d be ſo wild as to attempt to raiſe ah 

ing without lay ing it upon any Foundation, 

5. XV. XIX.] Only this I muſt never { 
through all the Enquiry that I am now abo 
make, viz. That akho' many times (it ma 
through ſome Defect in my. Underſtanding r 
than in the Argument u ſelf) a Truth maj 
ſeem to me to be ſtrictly demonſtrated bey oni 
Doubt or Except ion to the contrary, yet if, | 

a mot attentive and ſerious Conſideration, i 
pears to have greater Probability only tha 
contradictory, it is a ſufficient and realon 
Ground for me to proceed upon; in the regula 
of all my Actions, as far as it can be ſup} 
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ſuch a Truth (granting it to be really ſuch) 


to have an Influence upon them, as I have 
ay ſhewn LS. XXVII. 7 


ter Wwho rightly apprehends them, fully evident 
all eir own native Light, and without any other 


onſtration or Proof, I take to be unqueſtion- 
That all the Parts of any thing, taken to- 
r, are equal to the Whole, and that no one 
how great ſoever, can be equal to it; that 
impoſſible for two Contradictories, at the 
time and in the ſame reſpect, to be true; 
every thing which begins to exiſt, muſt have 
Cauſe of its Exiſtence, and that where no 
ſe is, no Effect can be produced; theſe, I ſay, 
many other ſuch things, no Man in his Wits, 
once underſtood the Meaning of the Words 
which they are expreſt, did ever yet deny, or 
lieve fo much as doubt of, whatever ſome 

whom they call Scepticks, may ſay or płe 
But if, by my Converſation among Man- 
, I had not a little learnt how to frame my 
ghts and adage Words to them, I very mu 
Wt whether I ſhould have had any clear an 
nct Apprehenſion of Equality, Cauſe, Effect, 
Imoſt any other of the Notions or Ideas of 
gs; at leaſtwiſe ſo as to be able to join them 
tber, in order to make up even the plaineſt 
hs. The firſt Opportunity therefore which I 
I have of knowing any Truth at all, and 
equently thoſe particular Truths on Which 
Knowledge of God's Commands and my. 
dience to them, do altogether depend, is that 
onverſing with other Men; which, may be 
either by diſcourſing with them, or reading 
t they have written. If then I make the beſt 
y Lam able from ſuch Men as J can baye 
fo * recourle 


1 : „ = 

recourſe to, and I really judge beſt qualifiſien 
inſtruct me; if J carefully attend to what 
ſay, and read or hearken to ſuch Books as 
recommend, at the ſame time not ſhutting 
- Ears againſt any thing that is offered by ol 
vrhoever they are, nor in the leaſt end eavouſ 
do bring my (tf to aſſent to or diſſent from 
thing becauſe this or that Man has ſaid it, 
11 9 only as, after an impartial Conſideration, 
appears to me to be juſt Reaſon to conclude i 
7 be either true or falſe; if with Diligence and 
Ut cerity I always proceed after this manner, 
vl ſhall then have made the beſt uſe I can of 
] Opportunity, ſo do I believe that God of 
Goodneſs will either give ſuch Succeſs to my 
deavours as that I ſhall come to a right K 
ledge of his Commands, or elſe will pardon 
I in any thing 1 am miſtaken and know] 
how to help 18.5 Get wiſdom, or underſtant 
Prov. 4. 5. Prove all things; MY faſt that 1 
r good, 1 Theſſ. 5. 21. Try the Spirits, wh 
they og God, 1 John 4. 1. Why even of 
ſelves jadge ye not what is right? Luke 12 
And all this according to the Ability and O 
tunities which God in his Providence has g 
ou, I take to be the loud and plain Void 
Leaſon as well as of Holy Scripture. | 
*NXXIV, That there is a God moſt wiſe, ; 
nd beneficent, as well as powerful, who i 
Sreator or firſt Cauſe of all ther things, I 
Already concluded, [S. XVI, XVII.] And u 
ever Doubts or Perplexities my own Weakne 
Melancholy, or the licentious Speeches of | 
.  atheiſtical Men, may at any time raiſe in Hor 
Mind about, this Matter, yet as long as 
Doctrine appears to me to be more probable | 
the contrary, it commands a proportionable dq 


— — 
Dr "yy PR" 


* „ „ — 


* k * N a 
Wü n , 
ʒ.,.⅛teð“ ͥ ns . 7 IS SER ane. 


r 


„ 


x END GI. r 


—— —. 


nd... rr 
* 


„ 82 ow 


— 4 
r 


4 * 3 2 
\ 9 hes and" 


— * 2c . I— 2 * 4 8 
3 n r — * 


= ( 25-) + Se - 
int; and is a rational and ſufficient Founs” 
Tr for the Performance of all ſuch Duties, as 
ence may be inferred, [5. XXVUIL] The” 
Difference that there is between the Root, 
, or Principle from whence any Property, 
Attribute or Action proceeds, the ſame / 
uſt be between the Properties, Habits, At- 
s or Actions themſelves; however, for want 
cient Variety of Words, we are often forced 
them by the ſame Name. For Example, 
ver a Beaſt does, it proceeds only from a bare 
e Inflinft ; but Man acts by Reaſon, which 
low to be a Principle of a very different Sort. 
therefore, without any Soleciſm, we ſay, 
dx knows his Owner, Iſaiab 1. 3. The Spaniel 
and loves his Maſter, (with ſuch like Expref- 
) becauſe we find in the Actions of thoſe 
Wures, as far as they are capable, the very ſame 
s that in Man are produced by, and proceed 
the Principles of Knowledge and Love, yet we 
di mean that the Act or Habit of Knowledge 
ein Man, internally, and in it ſelf alone-con- 
is the ſame in Lind and only differing in De- 
rom what we ſuppoſe to anſwer or correſpond 
o in a Beaſt: For that would be in effect to 
ude a Beaſt to be rational as well as a Man. 
as Reaſon in Man altogether differs from 
e Inſtin&t in a Brute, ſo is there a much greater 
ence between that ſimple Intuition by which 
acts, and that rational Manner of Deduition 
is the Source of Human Actions. Altho* 
ore, for want of more proper Words, we may 
lowed to ſay of God, as we do of Man, that 
viſe, that he knows, decrees, loves, hates, &c. 
or the Reaſon already | ewes, we ought not 
ine that Wiſdom, Knowledge, Decreting, Love, 
, &c. Internally, _ in 4h ; as they 
''v are 


C26) ö 
differing in degres from what we ſuppoſſ 
anhſwer or corretpond thereto in Man, but only 


* 


the outward Effects of them, 48 far 48 they ap 


; to us, are the very ſame; that is to ſay, we affit 
14 God that he is wiſe, becauſe he does the very f . 
1 things that it is evident a wiſe Man would do 
115 poling him to have Power, and that bis Wi * 

1 continuing for its tind to be (till the ſame as 

619 it is, kad neither Limitation nor any other In 1 

1 ii fèction. And in like manner we make uſe of: 
Jt! Words that primarily denote certain Habit; 0 
ol Qualifications in Man, to expreſs the correſpih : 
il ing Attributes which, from the outward EH 
$119 we undoubtedly conclude to be in God. Bu. 

notwithſtanding this internal Diſterence that is 
mY certainly between the Attributes of God and J 
one correſponding Qualities in Man; I have no ot. 
£10 Rule to judge of the outward Effects, or Ema þ 
1 . ons of the former, but by Analogy and Pro 5 
it! tion to the latter; and I mult (for inſtance) N 
4 clude, that a, wiſe and good God will alway F x 
11 whatever a Man infinitely wiſe and good if © 
1 could ſuppoſe ſuch a one to be) would do in at 
I > Hke Caſe; and after the ſame manner I mut? 
11 ſon upon every Attribute of God, of which * 
. io titudes of Examples might be given from' the gy 
14 Scriptures, where they ſpeak of his Fuſtice, M * 
19 Pity, &c. if in fo plain a Caſe there were any 
1 ceſſity to produce them. Here then I have an 77 
Opportunity of Learning what are the Comm Þ 
— 106 Col. From the Works of the Creation I cl : 
infer not only the Being of God, but alſo ut vr 
of his Attributes, [$. XVI, XVIL] And 
my Reaſon thus teaches me, I find to be confi” * 
and farther improved in Holy Scripture ; . 
Authority whereof I am ſufficientiy perſ HL! 
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II, XVIII.] Let me then upon all occa- 


4 We:rioully and impartially conſider what would 
2 , juſt, good, and merciful Man command 


do, ſuppoſing he had the Power over me; 
De very ſame I may conclude that God, who 
i theſe Attributes in their utmoſt Perfection, 
erery Cafe command me. 
XV. Whilſt what J have juſt now ſaid in 
-ceding Section, is freſh in the Reader's Me- 
I think it not improper to digreſs a little, 
make uſe of it to a farther Purpoſe. All who 
Chriſtianity agree in this, that there is but 
od alone, but the Controverſy concerning 
ity of Perſons in the Unity of the Divine 
> has been no ſmall Diſturbance to the 
b. The Doctrine it ſelf I take to be very 
ly grounded upon the Holy Scripture, the 
ity of which is on both Sides allowed ; for 
ther, the Word or Son, and the Holy Ghoſt are 
yery often ſpoken of exactly in the fame 
Fr as we always ſpeak. of three ſeveral Pex 
Ind of each of theſe Perſons ſuch Things ate 
tly ſaid as cannot agree to any but God: 
as all the Objections that are made 
it are grounded upon this one palpable Mi- 
that the Objectors always undcritand the 
| Perſon, Nature, Sabſtance, and all other the 
Wy made uſe of in this Diſpute, in the very 
Ignification as we uſe thoſe Words when we 
t Men like our ſelves; for Example, three 


= R ſay they, are three diſtinet Men; 
oe if they were really three Divine Perſons, 
ait be three diſtinct Gods, Again, it is abſurd, 


to imagine that God, who is omnipreſent, 
Preme and infinite in Power can be ſent by 
: But the Father is ſaid to have ſent the 
the Father _ the Son are ſaid to have 

2 | 
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1 (28). 
ent the Holy Ghoſt ; from whence they wou 
fer, that therefore neither the Son nor the 

Ghoſt is God , with much more to the like py 
that frequently occurs in the Writings of the 
tarians. But let us ſee what anfwer they them 
would or could give to an Argument or two! 
like manner brought againſt ſome Doctrines 
they maintain as well as we. For Inſtance, 
as well as we, teach that God i- moſt wiſe and 
he loves Mankind, or at leaſt all ſuch of the 
do not by their Wicked neſs forfeit all Title 
Love. Let us now ſuppoſe that againſt theſ 
Doctrines Arguments were framed after this 
ner. When we ſay of a Man that he is i 
mean that he is one of great Knowledge, exal 
ſideration, and accurate Contrivance in all th 
does: And when we ſay he loves his Frien 
mean that he is tenderly affected with whateve 
or evil befalls bim, and therefore endeavours 
he ran to procure the one and prevent the 
Now Knowledge in a Man is a Reception of 
Impreſſions which are any way made upd 
Mind by outward Objects; Conſideration ant 
trivance, properly ſpeaking, are nothing e 
a rational Deduction of Conſequences one fron 
ther, and a due Application of them to any 
neſs in Hand, and Tenderneſs of Affection 
farily ſuppoſes ſome degree of Patibility in ti 
{on who is ſo affected. But can we ſay tha 
who exiſted, aud had all his Attributes fron 
nity, and before any thing exiſted beſides hi 
can we ſay of him that he receives Jmpreſſi 
any Objects whatever, or that he did fo bet 
ſuch Object did outwardly exiſt? Can we 
him who acts by ſimple Intuition, that he | 
duces Conſequences and then applies them to 2 
ſineſs whatſoever? Or, laſtly, can we ſay 
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i is perfectly impaſſible, that he is or can be 


ogg with any thing? And if we can ſay none 
he Nfeſe things of God; have we not the very ſame 
Pull ments againſt God's Wiſdom and his Love to 


ind, as the Unitarians bring againſt the Tri- 
of Perſons in the Unity of the Godhead ? And 
we not after the ſame Manner argue againſt 
Attribute and Action of God, which for 


of more proper Words, we are forced to ex- 
an in the very ſame Terms that we make uſe of 
the hheaking of whatever correſponds thereuuto in 
le ? Here then a ſober Unitarian, as well as 
hci other Man, muſt, I think, have Recourſe 
e Principles juſt now laid down [(S. XXXIV.] 


ſay that as the eternal and perfect Nature of 
is altogether of a different kind from the crea- 
d imperfe& Nature of Man; ſo is there fully 
ame Difference between the Properties, At- 


eveß tes and Actions that exiſt in, or proceed from 
bung two ſeveral Natures. By Wiſdom and Love 
the fore, as they are internally in God; he does 


nean the ſame things for kind as he does when. 


1popplies the fame Words to Man; for the wyper- 

an Nature of Man is by no means ſuſceptible of 
eig me 4ind of Properties or Attributes as exiſt in 
rom 


perfect Nature of God; nor, conſequently, is 
ble of performing the ſame kind of Actions. 
Wiſdom and Love in God he means certain. 
ibutes of the Divine Nature, which produce. 
ame out ward Effects, as far as appears to us, 
ould proceed from Wiſdom and Love in Man; 
e could ſuppoſe them to be abſolutely. perfect. 
o therefore God is not wiſe with that 4ind 
of Wiſdom that Man is, nor loves with that 
or ſort of Loye that Man does ; yet we truly 
Properly ſay that God is wiſe and that he loves, 
we demonſtratively prove theſe Truths from the 
W our: 


um . Pali. pg 3 —— —L— — hob — Tartan ę— ho a 4 


ns he” I 
—— —— 


4 — . — n RI — - 
- : — —— — — 
8 ex 00 . 
PEP 
3 8 —_— 
— i TEF 88 PTY 3 22 6 
1 


r _- ww... POR 8 


; 8 
1 ha 


Wung PIE 


eu TRIP 


Wiſdom andLove internally and in them ſel vi 


oned, which are uſually made againſt the Dod 


more than by Wiſdom, Knowledge, Love or any 
Attributes or Actions of God, we mean the | 
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when we apply the ſame Words to Mao. Bu 


able ro expreſs it) is, that in the Divine 


Wo. - 48 J 
outward Effetts of both, atho our weak Uni. 
ſtanding cannot frame a Notion what the Dill 


when at the ſame Time we are ſenſible that w 
Joy the Benefit and Comfort of them both. 

I take to be a rational and ſatisfactory An 
and fuch as is to be made uſe of wheneve 
Arguments are drawn from the bare Signific 
of any Words that are in common applied 
to God and Man, or any other Creature. L 
then ſee whether this very Anſwer will not 1 
ſame manner clear up all the Difficulty that 
from ſuch ſort of Objections as thoſe abovem 


of a Trinity of Perſons in the Unity of the 
bead: For when we ſay that there are thre: 
ſons in the Unity of the Divine Nature, 

not mean ſuch ind of Perſons as three Menare, 


fort or kind of Qualifications or Actions as 
meaning (as well as in ſo ſublime a Doctrine 


ture, which is but one (and that numerical 
the Schools ſpeak) there is a threefold D 
Eton, internally, and as it is in it ſelf, altop 
incomprehenſible to us; but ox:wardly in the! 
Scripture repreſented to us under the pr; 
Names of the Father, the Word or Son, and tt 
ly Ghoſt or Spirit; to each of whom we tha: 
diſtinct perſonal Actions aſcribed, and perſona 
preſſions always accommodated. - Altho the 
it is beyond the Power of Human UInderſta 
to conceive this Myſtery as it i in it ſelf ; il 
Faith we believe it to be as God has repreſen 
unto us, and this Repreſentation we take to 
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W-icnt Foundation for all ſuch Duties as are 
e Vi equent upon, or ariſe from the Doctrine: 
12:18 becauſe it is impoſhble to expreſs our meaning 
tout the uſe of Words, nor will any 2 | 
* ſh us with other words to expreſs the things 

l 


od, but ſuch as are uſed to ſignifie what we 
ebend to have the neareſt Correſpondence there- 
Man; For this Reaſon we are forced to 
e uſe of the Words Perſon, Subſtance, &c. not 
they do denote unto us the things as they are in 


elves, (For in that reſpect we expreſly own- 
at j to be incumprehenſible) But only as they are 
vVenSWooically, and according to our Capacity, re- 
Doh:ed unto us by God in his Holy Word, as 


undation for ſeveral Chriſtian Duties. And 


hre the Son or the Holy Ghoſt are ſaid: to be 

„ (which was the other Objection mentioned) 
arg ding it is not intended that Directions were 
1) Wi en to go from one place to another, in the 
he yer as one Man does to another, when he 
Th 


d to fend him: But to ſend, as it is thus ap- 
to the Father or the Son, ſignifies an Act in 
indeed to us incomprehenſible ; but as near 
ay be in God, correſponding to the Action of 
7 in Man; and which, for want of a more 
x Word, we are forced to expreſs by the fame 


Ito e. This I take to be a rational Anſwer to 
thc two Objections of the Unitarians which I 
pe above propoſed, and ſufficient to ſatisſie 
iu Man who is content, with St. Paul, as long 
here is in this Life, to hon the Things of 


D iz part, and to propheſie of them in 
and to ſee them as through a Glaſs darkly, 
a Riddle, as the Margin of our Bible renders 
Wm the Greek, 1 Or. 13. 9, 12. Nor is there 
ſen other Difficulty in the Doctrine of the Holy 
Wty, as it is expreſſed either in the Holy Scrip- 
, „ ture 
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ture, or in the Creeds or Liturgy of our C 
but what in the ſame manner may be fair 

counted for, altho I muſt own that ſome q 
Explications which private and particular 


nion defenſible : And if too many Men hal 
in all Ages of the Church, been more fa 


. Chnifiian Piety, ſo many Controverſies hat 
been multiplicd, as have been about this and 
Articles of our Religion, the many evil 
quences of which ought to ſtir up every good 
to have reccurſe to the only Remedy which 
rational Way, and ſuch as is proper to Mz 
ever be hoped to put an End to them; IS 


_ . and the proper, analogical, or metaphorical Sig 
lion of Ward. before = enter BG ſuch fer 
putations about them. | 
XVXXVI. I take this Way of accountin 
the Attributcs, Actions and Perſons of the 


Putes that have ariſen in the World about 


Divines who have handled this Subject; if 
cularly I recommend to him Tho. Aquin. 
tra Gent, cum Com. Fran de Silv. Lib. 1. Cari 


Nihil de Deo & aliisrebus univocd prædica Ne 
quæ de Deo & aliis rebus prædicantur, non dicunt 


1 
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df 


have given of this Doctrine, are not, in my 


ſubtle Notions, and Victory in ſpeculative 
Putations, than of promoting Peace an 


firſt to fix and agree upon the Notions of 


head, to be not only in it ſelf very fatisfat 
but alſo if rightly underſtood , of great 1 
tance towards putting an End to all thok 


matters; and if the Reader is not ſatisficd 


what I have here ſaid, I deſire him, beta 
paſſes his Cenſure, to have recourſe to the $ 


33+ 34. * where he will find theſe three! 


enavocl. Quz dicuntur de Deo & Creaturis , UW 
analog icò. | | 


| (C33) 


Cl eſly maintained; Firſt that when we make 


fait the ſame Words in ſpeaking of God, and 
ne ny other thing; ſuch Words are not to- be 
ulaWeriiood anivocally, or in one and altogether 
my (ame Signification : The Nature or Eſſence of 
bad not. being of the ſame lind or fort with that 
e folMny other thing whatſoever. Secondly that yet 


five 
an 
ha manner of Agreement in their Senſe or Sig- 
ation. For there may and ought to be an 
ement, tho' not an anivocal one, in the Sig- 
ation of every Word that is applied to God 
any Creature; that is to ſay, when at any 
e we ſpeak of God in the ſame Words as 


Io of a Creature, the uſe of ſuch Words ought 
pf to be altogether groundleſs and precarious, 
Sig founded upon ſome juſt and ſufficient Reaſon. 
1croWdly therefore that ſuch Words are always to 


nderſtood analogically, that is to fay with 
e reaſonable and well grounded Reſemblance 


the gnification in ſuch their different Applica- 
fa : For ſince, in this Life, we have no imme- 
t or ſenſible Knowledge of God, but only 
bole as much as we can of his Nature and At- 
outWates , from thoſe Effects which immediately 
fr into our Senſes and Underſtanding, and 
det hich we can demonſtrate him to the 
c Me; Either we muſt have no Conception at 


Wt conceive them as well as we can (and in 
Pa Manner as may be a ſufficient Founda- 
for our Duty) from ſome faint and dark 
can emblance, which we apprehend to be be- 
Wen them and thoſe of ſome of his Creatures. 
Wit the Reader is not willing to trouble him- 
wich the difficult Terms of the Schools 2 


Words are not to be underſtood to be meerly 
cal, or the ſame in ſound only but without 


pf ſuch his Nature and Attributes; or elſe we 
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him read Hi Grace the Lord Archbiſhop of 
Iin's Sermon, entitled Divine Predeſt inatin 
Fore- Knowledge, con ſiſtent with the Freedom of 
Will, where be will find this Matter very d 
and ſatisfactorily handled. I have indeed 
two ſeveral Anſwers to this Sermon, but nf 
of them have had the leaſt Influence upon 
towards the Alteration of my Judgment or 
nion. One of them, without any direct C 
tation of the Doctrine, endeavours to load it 
many H1 Confequences, which do not at all 
bo from it, if it be rightly underſtood, anf 
11 other moſt palpably miſtakes the Doctrine it 
And becauſe his Grace teaches that Wiſdom, 
-fght, Underſtanding, &c. in God are things of 
ther kind than what they are in Man; 
fore the Anſwerer would put it upon hin 
if he had in Effect ſaid that God is not viſe, i 
ther +. age or under ſtands at all, Cc. 
3 plainly as far from his Grace's meanin! 
the thing in it ſelf is both impious and ridicu 
But it is time to return from this Digreſ 
which being of great Importance in it ſelf 
almoſt inſenſibly run into a greater Length 
I at firſt intended it. 
XXXVII. To proceed then in the Way! 
going: That Chriſtianity has much the Adyan 
of all Religions, as in every other Reſped 
particularly in that of the Probability o 
Arguments which are brought to prove the 1 
'- , of it, of which J have juſt given a Hint [S. . 
and that theſe Arguments; joined with the 
ternal Purity and Goodneſs of the Religion 1 
(J mean as it is genuine and unmixed) are 
cient to move a ſober man to frame his Lit 
cording to it, and for ſo doing to expect bis 
ward hereafter: Tfat the genuine Doctrine 
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» of Wl of Chriſtianity: are contained in the Ne 

tin ment, and as much of the Old as is not 
Watcd and! the Obligation thereof cancel d; 
that the Scope, Deſign, Senſe and Meaning 
noſe Writings is ſtili truly preſerved both in 
iginal Books and ſeveral Tranſlations of them 
are extant in the World [5. XVIII.] All 
I ſay, upon the moſt ſerious and attentive 
iry-I can make; appears to me to be much 
credible than the contrary; and, conſe- 
tly, is ſufficient to determine my Choice, and 
Nurſuance thereof ought to regulate: my Pra- 
[F. XXVIII.] Here then I have a farther 
ortunity of coming to the Knowledge of Gods 
mands; I am not debarred from reading, or 
ng the Holy Scriptures read in my own Mo- 


hin Tongue; and tho many points of Speculation, 
rise, tchoſe of diverſe Kinds, which there occur 


y eyond the reach of my Comprehenſion, yet 
in ers of Practice, or what I am commanded to 
th reſpect to God, to my ſelf, and to all 

kind, ſeems all along to be ſo plainly de- 

d, that it is hard for an unprejudiced Perſon 

ſtake the Meaning, at leaſt of any of the 

and important Rules of Duty which are 
in contained : Or if at any time a doubt 
fficulty ariſes in any Matter of Practice that 
not able of my {elf to clear up, I can eaſily 


recourſe to one or more ſober and prudentMen, 
je from Reaſon and other Paſſages of Scripture 
XP ared together, may help me to theSolution of 
the hich Solution I may poſſibly very well un- 
n ind, and ſufficiently judge of when it is fair- 
re ered me by another: Altho' of my ſelf, and 


Put ſome ſuch Help, I never ſhould have been 
to have found it out. And if after the ſincere 
ailisent Uſe of theſe ſeveral Opportunities, 
; | | which 


nes 


. . commanded me to do; I have all the aſſi 


which God in his good Providence has put 
my Power, I yet remain in Ignorance or u 
a. Miſtake concerning any thing which he 


that may be, that a wiſe and good God 
never puniſh me for the want of that Know. 
which it was at leaſt rally impoſſible fo 
to attain unto. [S. XXI.] jib 3 
XXXVIII. But ſome there are who tell 
that the only certain Way of coming to the K 
ledge of all Things that are neceſſary to my 
nal Salvation, is to have recourſe to the Chl 
and to receive and follow whatever the teat 
With all my Heart! Let me but find the e 
Way to Heaven; and tis altogether indiffere 
me, from whom I am to learn it. But, if 
like a rational and conſcientious Man, bet: 
can do this which they would have me; 1 
have clear and fall Satisfaction touching 
three Things. Firſt, how ſhall I be aſſured 
God has commanded: me to give my ſelf 
the Guidance of any ſuch Society of Men, 
are called by this Denomination? For if he 
not commanded it, 1t 1s certain that no C 
— can lie upon me to do it in order to 
alvation. [S. III.] Secondly, in the midi 
all the Diſputes that are about this Matter, 
{hall I be ſufficiently informed who thoſe] 
are that alone do compoſe and conſtitute 
Church, which is thus to be my Gaide? Ff 
I have not ſome authentict Rule whereby to! 
this, I may very innocently miltake one So 
of Men for the Church, inſtead of another. 
Thirdly, becauſe it is impoſſible (and the 
not my Duty, 5. XIII) for me to apply m 
to each particular Member of the Church, 
ſhall I know'who it is that has anqueſtionable 4 
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oy V propoſe the Dictates of the Church unto 
he Fand allo to explain them, if I do not ſuffici- 


Fr apprehend or underſtand them? And does 
Jod vell within ſuch a Diſtance from me, as that, 
wii all Occaſions, I can poſſibly have recourſe 
e fa him? For 1t is manifettly as good 'for me to 
no guide at Al, as not to have ſome ſure and 
tel {in Way, that I may depend upon, of knows 
eK nd underſtanding what the Directions are which 


vide gives me. Io theſe three Queſtions Lhave 


15 been ſeeking for (not an artſul, ſuperficial, 
tez] plauſible, but) a clear, ſolid, and Satisfacto- 
ce nſwer, but never yet could meet with it from 
ferell of thoſe Men, who yet would perſwade me 
ci live in an entire Submiſſion to the Deciſions of 
bell urch, and not to inform my ſelf of any other 
Ig. ſave only to know what [he teaches us, as bein 

a » tble for me to be deceived while I hearken to 
rea 8 As the Biſhop of Yiviers teaches his New 


verts to do, in the Iaſtruct ions by hig Order, 
with authentick Approba:jon and Privilege, 


ſame. Texture and Ule with thoſe of all 


- . r Men, and GOD has been pleaſed to 
midi the Light of the Sun to me as well as unto 
er In, what imaginable Reaſon cau there be why 
of, Would hoodwink my ſelf, and blindfold fol- 
ute any Number of Men whatſoever, without 
2 i ling the leaſt Enquiry whether the Way they 
to end to lead me is the ſafeſt and ſureſt to 
r Flace whither 1 am deſirous to Travel? Did 
3 Bleſſed Saviour or his Apoſtles tell thoſe to 
ther | | 


De vivre dans une entiere ſoftmiſſion aux deciſions de 


(cavoir ce qu'elle nous enſeigne, ne pouvant me trom- 
en Vecoutant, Part x. Iuſtr. 6. 2 | 


liſhed. for them. But ſince my Eyes are of 


lie, & de ne m'informer point d' autre chole que 


whom 
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w bom they preached, that thus they muſt bei 
4 and do; in order to their Salvation, becauſe 


was the Belief and Practice of the Church, 
therefore to be embraced. and followed will 
any farther Enquiry? Or would the Goſpel, 
we think, have ever made ſuch a. Progreſ 
the World as in a few Years it did, if no 
ter Reaſon than this had Been given for 
On the contrary, they dealt with Men as 
Rational Beings, they argued with them from 
Principles of Reaſon, the Evidence of Mirai; 
and the Authority of the Old Teſtament, where: 
it was received and owned, and always all 
ed and directed Men to examine the Stren 
of their Arguments, and accordingly to de 
mine their Judgment. I do not the Work 
wy Father believ? me not, But if I do, tho 9 
liede not me, believe. the Works, John 10. 37. 
Tea and why even of your ſelves judge ye not 
it right, Luke 12.57. Prove all Things; hold 
that which is good, 1 Theſſ. 5. 21. Believe nM 
very Spirit but try the Spirits whether they an 
God, x John 4.1. 7 Speak as to wiſe. men f ud 
hat I ſay, 1 Cor. 10. 15. Be ready ta give an 
ſwey to every man that asketh you 4 Reaſon of 
Hope that is in you, 1 Pet. 3. 15. Thefe are | 
plain and fair Directions of the Holy Script 
as well as of ſober - Reaſon. But that a 
ſhould never enquire into the Grounds ot thi 
that particular Doctrine, ur inform himſelf of 
other thing ſave only to know what the Church teac 
and then to believe and receive it all wholly a 
ſolely upon her bare Authority, has not the bt 
Countenance from either. When the Men of 3:8 
ſearched the. Scriptures whether thoſe things wii 
St. Paul. preached were ſo Act. 17. 11; Did 
diſapprove of what they did, or tell them thi 


? . C299) g 
wrong Method? And when Felix ſent 1 
and heard him concerning the Faith in Chriſt, | 
24. 24. Had be told bim that now there 
Chriſtian Church planted, all that he had 
was to inform himſelf what were the 4 
nes therein received and approved, and |. 
o embrace all ſuch Doctrines without any 0 
Enquiry, the Governour would certainly 
fleipiſed him, and had much more Reaſon 
e thought him befdes himſelf than his Sue- 
Feſtus had, Ch. 26. 24. But the great 
De took a very different Method: The Text 
s he reaſoned with him, and when, amongſt 
things, he came after this. convincing man- 
preſs the Duties of Righteouſneſs and Tem- 


5 and the Doctrine of a F«dgment to come 
| upon his Conſcience, 1t for the preſent at 

"8 awakened him and made him tremble, 
is 4. 25 But endugh of this Controverſy , 
„% ndeed I think more than enough in fo 


Plain a Caſe. Upon the whole then I con- 
(and that, as I think, very reaſonably from 
at has been ſaid) that as the very beſt and 


1g I can do, in order to come to a true 
of Satisfactory Knowledge of the Commands 


d, 15 to ſeek for the bett Information therein 
can get from the Light of my own Reaſon, 


> the Holy Scriptures and other Books that 
hi capable of having recourſe to, and from 
7 onverſation of ſuch Men as I have moſt 
„nt believe can beſt inform me, and will 
mT ſo, if according to my Capa- 
” I do all this with conſtant Diligence and 


ned Sincerity, and without any Byaſs upon 
lind or Underſtanding either from my own 
> Paſſions, or Inclinations, or from any 

that is exterqal to me, ſuch as the Honours 


w_— or 


an 
or Profits of this World or the gratifying oi 
or that Man or Party of Men, and if, ff 
as I can diſcover what the Commands off 
are, W and carefully put them in Pr; 
and make them the conſtant and unak 
Rule of all my Actions, I have done all 
lies in my Power to do in this matter; 
— all that a wiſe and good Ge 
poſſibly be ſuppoſed to require from me (5. 
XXI.) and if after all the above enquiry, I. 
to be miftaken touching any one or ma 
God's Commands, how far I may yet aſſu 
ſelf of a Reward for my Sincerity I preten 
to know: But this I can depend upon, 
who of his own Free-Will created me, will 
puniſi me for not doing a Thing, whate 
13; that appears to be beyond my Abilit 
do. [S. XVI.] 145 10 ; 
XXXIX. After many anxious and diſqu 
Thoughts, in the Tinie of my Youth, conct 
my Everlaſting Salvation, having at laſt, t 
the Bleſſing of God, with great Comfort an 
tisfaction, ſettled my Mind in Eaſe upno the 
eiples of which 1 have hitherto been giving ar 
count, about Twenty Years ago I ventur 
Publiſh to the World a brief and plain Acco 
the Succeſs I had met with. in my Search 
true Religion, and therein firſt of the Ds 
Which are the main Foundations or Sprii 
Duty [S XXVII} and then of the Laws o 
mands of God, which are the Rule of it, ina 
Book to which I gave the Title of A Gent! 
Religion, conſiſting of three Parts and an A 
dix: And ſome Years after I made anothe; 
much ſhorter Draught of the ſame Thing? 
Subſtance, deſigned for the Information lf 


meaneſt Capacities, and called it An Ec 


n 
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= the Inowledge of Religion eaſy. If any man 

| wo after ins thels Papers, ſhall think 
orth his while to know. more of my poor 
zhts touching ſuch Things as are of the 
eſt and even eternal Importance to us all, 
er him to thoſe two little Books, only deſiring 

firſt, candidly to interpret, and ſupply the 
ct of all ſuch Expreſſions as there he ſhall 


5 to want that due Exaneſs, which even at 
nM Lime 1 am far from pretending to be Maſter 
und then that he would carefully examine all 


I have delivered by the Rule of his own 
on, and that of the Holy Scriptures. But 
ſe there are ſome Difficulties, which (if 1 
then ſufficiently thought of them) I ought 
e former of the two Books mentioned to 
propoſed and anſwered, I will now, before 
ake an end, ſeriouſly and impartially con- 
what return ought to be made to them. 
L. In the firſt place then: The aſſent which 
give to the Truth of any Doctrines or Pro- 
ions, from the different Grounds upon which 
, or may be given, takes unto it felt three 
al Denominations. When a Truth 1s either 
lear by its own Light, or ſo evidently fol- 
from ſome other Truth that is fo, as not 
mit of the leait Poſſibility of a Doubt, the 
t which I give to ſuch a Truth as this, we 
Science or Knowledge: When the Evidence 
h 1 have for a Truth is only probable, that 
lay, leaves ſome Room (tho but little) for 
Woubt, my aſſent to ſuch a Truth is what we 
ly ſtyle Opinion: And laſtly, when my Aſſent 
Founded purely and only upon the Teſtimmny 
Another; this is what we properly term by 
ame of Belief, or Faith, ah is commonly 
guiſhed into Divine a e according 
ä | | 10 


3 —— — E 


the plain conſequence is, that whatever Lat 


Scripture, as that it may never be 1rrecouull 


4420 


to the Difference of the Teſtimony upon iſ 
a Man gives his Aﬀent. And yet, notwithſq 
ing this Diſtinction, theſe Terms. are, in com; 
Diſcourſe, very often uſed in a greater Lat 
and frequently put the one for the other: 
Example; that God is; that the Worlds wer: 
ered by him; and that he is a Rewarder of them 
diligently ſeek him, are Truths which to me ay 
to 2 ſtrictly demonſtrable from the plaineſt! 
ciples of ſelf evident Reaſon, and yet we 
faid to believe theſe Things, and the aſſent wi 
we give unto them is called Faith, Heb. 11. 
And upon what ground ſoever we give our A 
unto the ſcveral Truths which are the necel 
Foundation of thoſe reſpetive Duties whict 
to be built upon them, [S. XXVIIT] it is i 
cient to denominate us true Believers. But (MF 
in all Caſes whatſoever, Aſſent or Diſſent if 
neceſſary Act of the human Underſtanding; 
conſequently (formally taken) can never b 
Matter of a Divine Command (as I have obſe 
S. XXII) the firſt Difficulty will be to ſhew vill 
is the meaning of thoſe Paſſages of Holy Me 
ture which require Faith or Belief, as a Dt) Me 
manded and required by God (1 Job. 3. 2} 
threaten Puniſhment to thoſe that want ! 


being guilty of a Crime (Mar. 16. 16) Wy: 
XLI. I anſwer, that ſince all Speech derive b 
il 


ſignification not from any natural, unaltet 
or inflexible Neceſſity, but wholly and ent! 
from human Agreement, Cuſtom and Impoſii 


or Analcgy is upon any occaſion 8 
loved or received, in the Interpretation 0 
Words or Schemes of Expreſſion, miult ſo fu 
ways be taken into the Conſtruction of 


n iſh the plain, evident, and allowed Dictates 
hiWeaſon ; nor ought we to charge even mere 
on: Writings (and much leſs thoſe of the 
Pien-men)] with Contradictions or Abſurdi- 
if by a fair and candid Interpretation of 
Words, they may, according to any uſual 
lowed way of _—_ be brought to ad- 

ow altho' to aſſent 


apf of another Meaning. ä 
(t Nie Truth of any thing, without ſufficient 
we ence for it, or to diſſent where I have ſuch. 
t wikWence, is altogether out of my Power, and 
1. Wquently can never be the Matter of a Di- 
A Command; yet ſince the keeping of my 
ecciliM! in a due Diſpoſition for the impartial Con- 
nich ion of ſuch Evidence as is offered me, and 
is Iigent Application of my ſelf to ſuch Con- 
1t Hition, is no more than what does, or may 
t any Caſes, entirely depend upon the Free- 


of my own Will; and upon the Suppo- 
of ſuch a Diſpoſition and Application, 
t to a Truth for which ſuch Evidence is 
d mult of Neceſſity follow, [S. XXII. ] Even: 
very Act of Aſſent may in the common way 
peech be called a Duty, whenever it is a 
flary Conſequence from any other thing that. 
.it being then moſt evidently my Duty 

ys to keep my Mind in a right Diſpoſition 
the reception of Truth, [S. XXVII.] and to 
liligent in my Enquiry atter all ſuch Truths 
ay help me to find out the Commands of 


ent 
oi, [S. XXIV, XXV.] whereever God has given 
ati fcient Evidence of any ſuch Truth, if I do 


give my Aſſent unto it, I am certainly 
of a Sin: But then the Sin it ſelf lies 
properly in my want of Aſſent (which is a 
p not within the compaſs of my Power, 
II.) but in the want of that de Diſpo- | 

DIED E22 AS 


are Cat 


Hion and Application of Mind, which if 
taken right Care to preſerve and maintain 
Aſſent, upon ſuch Evidence as I ſuppoſe 
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44 afforded me, muſt of — have fol {i 
a It is in my Power either to ſhut my Ee 
— 1 to keep them open, and to turn them I 
Ji: from an Object: But ſuppoſing my Eyes Ne 
#1118 open, and otherwiſe ſufhciently well diſqpg 
11 091 | and no Obſtruction to be in the way, to 
— 14 not to ſee a proper Object in a good Li 
(i i at a competent diſtance before them, is e: 
©; 1" thing of Choice, but of abſolute and ung 
wlll able Neceſſity, The Application is ſo eaſhch 
1 1 need not make it. 2 
— 114 XIII. If therefore T always keep my Wc 
4 in a fitting diſpoſition to receive Truth, Hin 
1 erer I meet with it; and if, according tn: 
Þ Capacity and Opportunities, I am ſincere 
14 ligent in the Search of it; whenever God ii, 
Þþ Courſe of his good Providence is plealht 
if offer me ſufficient Evidence for it, I m tt 
Ih -unavoidably give my Aſſent to it, as 10 


but ſee an Object of Sight that in a cleat 
open Light is placed before me within 1 
diſtance, when my Eyes are open, and t 
towards it: And if from all ſuch Trut 
thus I come to the knowledge of, I imp 
Ty infer all the Commands of God, or R 
uty, that I can find to follow from | 
and, with my utmoſt Diligence and Sing 
do conſtantly conform my Practice then 
J have then done all that in this Caſe lic 
in my power, and conſequently all that 
can be ſuppoſed to require from me. [$. Ne 
But here ariſes a ſecond Difficulty, namely, 
far it is lawful for any Church to requite 
me an abſolute and explicit Aſſent to any 
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if 6 Doctrines? And Thirdly,: If any uch 
tai may be required, What degree of it 
£ XVIII.] is ſufficient. in order to my ma- 


fol ſuch a Profeſſion thereof as is, uſually de- 
— III. For a clear and ſatisfactory Anſwer 
res Ne ſecond. Difficulty, I lay down the fol- 
lig Gnclufons. Firlt, I any Qbareb. ſhall po- 
to Y pronounce Damnation againſt any Perſon, 
ir not believing or aſſenting to any Doctrine 
is Never, without making any Allowance either for 
uni ant of Evidence, or of Capacity to apprehend 
each 4 Church I take to be in a very plain 


ble Error. How far ſuch an Aſſent may 
ckoned a Duty, I think I have ſufficiently - 
ined [$. XLI.) And whoſoever pronounces 


g nation upon the want of any thing be- 
ere what is ſo, moſt certainly paſſes a Sen- 
xd i which God will never ratify. Secondly, 
lea the very Notion of a Church conſiſts in 


that it is a Society joined together under a 
0 Government or Miniſtry, and maintain- 


leaf (ommunion among themſelves, in order to 
n Waſting Salvation; the very utmoſt to which the 
d ly of any Church ( Univerſal or Particular) 
rue ſuppoſed in this Caſe to extend, is to require 
mpaWrplicit Aſſent to ſome certain Doftrines as 4 
Rif ion (not abſolutely of Salvation, which to 
m r or witbold is only in the Power of God, 
Sing of Communion, or of being admitted to 4 
hei in its Government or Miniſiiy: Nor ought 
lie Church, in Reaſon, to ſay or mean more 
tha this Occaſion than thus, viz. You ſhall 
'$. p< owned as a Member of our Communion, 


pt, amongſt other things, you expreſly pro- 
Pour Belief of ſuch certain Truths, which 
ommonly call Articles of Faub; nor ſhall 
3 Jon 


» 


| you be admitted to the Miniſtry or to 


Man, who has any Senſe of Religion, will 0 


'Profeffion of any Religion that ever was aff 
of divers other DoQrines with relation to 


Church that profeſſes Chriſtianity. But ij 
would have ſome fixt and ſettled Rule w 


| Communion, or farther, of a Share in her Af 
or Government, I farther anſwer, 
mußt needs be preſuppoſed unto, and is the n 


God Commands in order to our eternal A 
ſuch an Aſſent as this may explicitly be n 


ber Communion, [See 5, 
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T 


are in Church-Government among us, q 
you in like manner give your Aſſent to oi 
other Doctrines, which we commonly cal 
ticles of Peace But if you cannot give you 
ſent to thefe Truths or Doctrines, and tl 
are excluded from the Miniſtry, or any pil 
dur Church-Goyernment, or even from our 
munion it ſelf, what Allowance God, mw 
the Searcher of Hearts, will make for you: 
either of Capacity or Evidence, is what he 
ſelf alone is able to determine. Thirdly, 
there are ſome Doftrines, without an Aſſent u 
a Man onght not to be admitted even in 
Communion of any Church whatſoever, is i 


gainſay. For Example, That there is a G 
that te is 4 Remarder of them that diligent 
bim, are Truths which he that ſhould re 
aſſent to, would certainly never gain a 
tance into any Society embodied together 


be in the World: And the ſame may be 


we may know to what Doctrines a Church 
require an Aſſent as a Condition of her 


XLIV. Firſt, Where our Aſſent to any 


ry Foundation of, that Obedience which we of 


any Church from every one whom She ail 
XXVII. And hon 1 


urine may be, yet if our Igmrance of Wt | 
from it, is not inconſiftent with ſuch Obe. 
| he that refuſes to give his Aſſent 70 ſuch 
e, ought not, on account of ſuch Refuſal, td 
Wd or excluded, For ſince the, very 
Wc Church-Communion is in order to eter- 
Wlvation, [S. XLIII.] and nothing is or 
e neceſſary to Salvation but oni 
to God's Commands, [S. III.] It oWs, 
ſo much (and no more) may be required 
hurch-Commumion as is ne in or- 
ſuch Obedience; meaning by ience 
formity of Life and Actions unto that 
yy Rule of God's Will which he has been 
to make known unto us. Setendly, It 
e lamful, and in many Caſes is highly conve- 
W to require from thoſe who are admitted into 
iir or any Share of the Government of the 
„an Aſſent to more Doctrine than what ought 
required only 4s 4 Condition of Communion, 
burch-Communion alone a Man partakes of 
WS dinary Means which God has appointed 
vation, (ſuch as Baptiſm, the Lord's Su 
and joint Prayer and Worſhip with the 
egation) from which Means, therefore, no 
Fought, either in Charity or Juſtice, to be 
led, if he be duly qualified for them: But 
ces of the Miniſtry and Church-Government 
ppointed as Means, not of Salvation to 
who exerciſe them, but of oy hues to 
Wit of the People: For which Edification if 
Int Proviſion be made, or as good Pro- 
Jas the Circumſtances of things will ad- 
. it is. neither unjuſt nor uncharitable for 
who are in Authority to preſcnbe any 
an that are not in themſelves unlawful, [| 
nay any way conduce to the Peace or 1 
i other 
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other Benefit of the Church, as Conditions, 
out a Compliance with which no Man (li 
allowed to exerciſe or take any ſuch Offi 
on him: And upon this very reaſonabl: 
ciple a Church may, amongſt other thing 
uire an Aſſent to more Doctrines than wh 
thought neceſſary to Salvation, from all ſi 
She .admits to be either Miniſters or Ch 
Governors within her Community. 
XLV. But then it will be asked, (eſp 
conſidering the Obſcurity in which ſome 
ctrines profeſſed by divers Churches are iny 
"What degree of Aſſent is neceſſary [See S. XX. 
for the making of ſuch a Proteſſion a, 
Church in both the Caſes juſt now meniM, 
always requires? This was the third Dif 
propoſed at the end of 5. XLII. to wh 
come now to give a clear and diſtinct A 
In order whereunto I take it for granted, 
where no Aſſent is inwardly given, none Wh, 
to be outwardly profeſſed ; and that he nil 
no manner of Notion of the Meaning 
Doctrine, cannot poſſibly give his Aſſent 
Upon which I lay down this as my fir s 
cluſion, viz. That no Man ought to pr a1 
Aſſent to any Doftrine, until he has ſome Ni 
the Meaning of it. Let us ſuppoſe that the TW 
Apoſtles were now alive, and that they | 
| propoſe a Doctrine in a Language which Ma: 
not at all underſtand; I might indeed ii ir: 
Caſe, and I ſhould ; to their Veraci\Wanc 
believe that whatever Doctrine they (houllif 
poſe were molt certainly true: But for 
ive a direct Aſſent to the Doctrine it ſelf, 
- impoſſible. . For thus to aſſent to a Dll 
is neither more nor leſs than to ackno»! 


Trmh of it: And in the very Notion W 


* 


(49) 

ledeing the Truth of a Propoſition, frye 
* ANT. 2 leaſt, of the Meaning of it 405 
Inty implied: And therefore before I can 
iy profeſs my Aſſent to any Doctrine, I 
in ſome degree underſtand the Senſe and 
Myrt of . | 

VI. Whether a Doctrine be true or falſe; 
are degrees of Apprehenſion , even barely 
reſpect to the Meaning of it. For Ex- 
fc, A Man of a clear and good Sight di- 
ly anderſtands all that you ſay about Light 
olours: He, whoſe Eyes have, from his In- 
„ been very dim, will in proportion to bis 
| have a leſs perfect and more confuſed 
pn of your Diſcourſe: But if a Man has 


en perfectly blind from his Birth, altho' it be 
Di ebie for him, for want of a proper Fa- 
N , to have an immediate or direct Idea of any 


e Objects or Inſtruments of Sight; yet b 
of Analogy, Similitude, or Compariſon, he 10 
nay have an Apprehenſion of them, as to 


e u convinced that all that 1s ſaid about 
ng Matter, is not a multitude of Words with- 
nt Hany ſignification at all, but really and tru- 
firs a Aleaning; altho he neither has nor can 

any Conception of it, ſave what is begot- 


In him by the means of ſome other of his 


he 1s repreſenting fomething unto him that bears 
cy ly fort of proportion to thoſe things, which, 
ct rant of his having proper Organs, can find 
direct Entrance or Admittance into his Un- 
aci\Wnding : Of which I have given a more full 
oulWunt in the Appendix to 4 Gentleman's Reli- 
for WF And that there are allo degrees of Aſſent, 
If, reſpect to the Truth of a Doctrine, in pro- 
DX n to thoſe both of Apprehenſion and Proof, 
1 


ö b e already ſheivn [S. XXVIII.] The ſecond 
a F | Couclu- 
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Concluſion then which I lay down for the qq 
ing up of this third Difficulty, is, that af 
loweſt or weakeſt degree of Aſſent to any Tu 
a rational Foundation for the Regulation offi 
Actions in conformity to it, (as I have (i; 
S. XXVIII.) ſo is it ſufficient to warrant m 
Profeſſiun of it, whenever I am thereunto li 
required; and that for the like Reaſon as I ö 
there given. | . 
XLVII. Let us then ſuppoſe that the Q 
on were put to one of a mean Capacity, 
ther be believes the Reſurrection of the Bodji 
may be he bas but a very obſcare Notion 1 
Meaning of a Keſurrection, or what that | 
is that ſhall ariſe, and of what Parts or 
ticles it {hall conſiſt. Again, when he con 
the common Objections that have been x 
againſt this Doctrine, and particularly thi 
one human Body's Paſlage, through divers C 
ges, at laſt into the Nouriſhment of and 
perhaps he is not without ſome Doubt or 
tation in his Mind, even touching the P 
of it. But on the other hand, when he 
to mind that the infinite Power of God i 
to be meaſured by his ſcant Reaſon or A 
benſion, and remembers how expreſly the R 
rection of the Body is aſſerted in the Holy! 
ptures, (of whoſe Authority we ſuppoſe hu 
e ſufficiently convinced, $. XVIII.) alte 
is not able altogether to clear up that Mai. 
Doubt and Oblcurity which had taken Hg 
ſion of his Mind, yet finding the Arguf na 
for a Reſurrection to have a greater Int 
upon him than the Objections which are bY w 
againlt it, his Aſſent inclines that way, ge 
after all, perhaps it is but weakly and ta 
and for this Reaſon I ſay that ſuch a Man, 8 


— — 


3 


2 ﬀ 


Woper Occaſions 


at WY Profeſſion of t 

Tue of che . : 

n ois ſich a weak and faint Aﬀent as this 

e [Went to warrant a Man's ſaying, 4 this 
Wt believe, which is the Form of Profeſ- 


that the Church requires? I anſwer, that 
etneſs of Belief does not conſiſt in the 
Wb of that ſpeculative Aſſent which a Man 


© Ul to any Doctrine, (which, properly ſpeak- 
„ is not within his Power, 5. XXII.) but 
00) ether in that Firnmeſs of Purpoſe and Reſo- 


\- which he forms within himſelf, of lead- 


lat His Life in conformity to it. Let us ſup- 
ot (for Example) that a Man is not free from 
con Doubts even concerning the Truth of Chri- 


ity, but yet, at the ſame time, with a 
fixt and ſettled Purpoſe of Heart, leads 
ife in the very ſame manner as he would 
ought to do, if hi8Perſualion concerning 
Wruth were as lively and (ſtrong as any Man 


de can be capable of entertaining: Such a 
he as this, notwithſtanding his Doubts in Spe- 
d s on, yet in the practical Senſe of the Expreſ- 
" AS is a ſtedfaſt Believer, and hoids falf the Pro- 
0 h | of his Faith without wavering, (Heb. 10. 23.) 


rue ſaving Faith is not to be meaſured by 
trinſick Firmneſs, (which, properly ſpeaking, 
ther a Comfort or a Reward than a Duty) 
altogether by its Fruitfnlneſs iu holy Deſires 
good Works: Nor is this only agreeable to 
ain Tenour and Purport of the New Teſta- 
but to the cleareſt and plaineft Reaſon al- 


bi which abundantly affures us, that a wiſe 
good God will never require that, as a Con- 


of Salvation en our part to be performed, 
4 Wo which 
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ſtood after a different manner from -wha 


required, out of Peaet and Unity, or in 


which moſt manifeſtly is beyond the Very 
our PO er. 75 f 
XLVIII. As far as a Man is at liber 
make Profeſſion of his Faith and Relipiol 
Words of his own chooſing, he ought alwailf 
expreſs his Thoughts in the cleareſt and if 
determinate manner that he can. For no 
Reaſon can be imagined why a Man fl 
male choice of ſuch Expreſſions as are douh 


rather than thoſe that are plain; except il 
that he deſires [by ſome at leaſt] to be u 


privately means within himſelf; which 
olluſion or Diſſimulation, as it is not 
juſttfiable in any Caſe whatſoever, ſo in 
ters of Religion is it altogether wicked and 
minable. But where a certain Form of || 
containing one or more Doctrines of Rel 

is already ſettled and eſtabliſhed, and a Mil 


dience to lawful Authority, to profeſs bis! 
thereunto, and that without impoſing up 
requiring from him any manner of Com 
or Bxplication. If there be no Sentence d 
preſſion in that Form, but what is fair 
pable - of ſuch an Interpretation as is in f 
true, I fee no reaſon why any honeſt Man 
ving this apprehenſion of the Matter, may 

ſubſcribe or profeſs his Aﬀent to it; pronifi 
that if at any time he be lawfully calte{M 
on to explain the manner in which he ul 
ſtands what he has thus ſubſcribed or 
bis Aſſent unto, he do it clearly and exp 
and, as much as lies in his Power, wil 
any Ambiguity or Obſcurity. For if the i 
of ſuch a Form are doubtful, why muſt I be of 
to under ſtand them in ſuch a Sence as ci 


. 


4 


F "EW? | 

WDokrine, if they are fairly reconcileable to 
ber which is true? Or if they are very general 
gi great latitude, What Neceſſity is there why 
wa huſd refrain or limit them at all, ſince the 
nd Whority which impoſed them has not thought 
no Meither to give or require any Explication 
 (WMWimitation of rhem, beyond what is con- 
loud in the Words themſelves? And in order 


er * 


pt i ſſen the Number of unneceſſary Controverſpcs 
e ul e Chriſtian World, l wiſh it were ſeriouſ- 
ha id to heart, Fir//, That very often the 
| (offute is not, What has God commanded vs i 
t e or do, (which yet is all that is neceſſary 
in lation, 5. IV.) but only, I this particular 


nd Whine true or not? (the Determination where- 
Fay be of very little or no Concern perhaps 
Relny Man, who by his Religion aims at no- 
but the Favour of God and everlaſtin 
in Wpincls.) Nor, Secandly, Whether ſach or ſuc 
is H irine, at it is nakedly delivered by the Church, 


as it is clothed with this or that Interpre- 
n, Limitation, or Extenſion, be true? And 
f, for Peace ſake, or in Obedience to Au- 


1p 
OM! 


> Of 
aint, 1 profeſs my Aſſent to any Doctrine of 
ni bhurch; as I ought thereby to mean all 
lane the Church has expreſſed, ſo is it moſt un- 


Wnable to expect any more from me. For 
de Church had required more, why ſhould 
not plainly tell me ſo? And where She has 
e ue no Declaratiou of her Meaning, How is 
or eilible for me to know it? You will ſay 
xp ps that the Senſe of the generality of Men, 

zent for Learning and Knowledge in every 


may 
Dro 
ted 


wil ( 
ech, is to be look d upon as the Senſe of 
edi (burch it ſelf : But beſides that, there is a 
co difference between the Senſe even of every 


Pa cular Man apart, or in his private Capacity, 
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and that of the whole Society collectively, 
in it ſelf, or by its legal Repreſentatives, 
that, in the midſt of thoſe various Explical 
of ſpeculative Doctrines which often are ai 
ced by learned Men even of the ſame 
It is not eaſy (eſpecially for a Man of 
Learning) to determine what, in contro 
Points, is the Senſe of the generality of ſuch 
ment Men; it is ſufficient to me that the Cialis 
does not require my Aﬀent to this ſame 
n caſe I were able to find it out and d 

ine it, (for if She had required any ſuch! 
She ought to have ſaid ſo, which She has 
done) but only to thoſe particular Doctrine. 
She has expreſly eſtabliſhed, and that is 
very ſame (and none other) Words as Sh: 
delivered them, however general or compr:h 
they may appear to be, And if the Reade! 
but duly conſider this, and at the ſame 
take notice of the Accounr which (S. XXI 
IT have given of the Word Perſon; and alli 
member that the Word [ Neceſſary] very 
imports not an abſolute and indiſpenſabl:Þ8 
ceſſity, but only denotes that ſuch a thingf 
*F Duty, and that the Act of Aſſent can 
Farther a Duty than as I have explain 
LS. XLI.] As alſo that theſe Expreſſions 
reep the Faith whole and undefiled, and to 
faithfully] do carry no more in them than 
(S. XL VII.) I have ſhewn to be the Mc 
ot fedfajily to believe > If (J ſay) he ſufha 
conſiders all this, and bas a greater Lori 
Peace and Unity than for Diſputation and i 
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* Note, that what in the Athanaſian Creed we" 5 
late, Before all things it is neceſſary, in the Cu; 
Teo may ToV M u. \ We 
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on, he will make no difficulty of ſubſcrt- 
or ſaying Amen, to that Creed which com- 


y goes under the Name of St. Athanaſins : 
as for our Thirty Nine Articles, let every 


ly, l 
wes, 
re ad 

e Chil 
| of Latitude with which they who compoſed them 
trol content (for the Satisfaction of oppoſite 
_ Wending Parties) to expreſs themſelves; and 
je Ch 
me 
nd d 


olition in any one of them: Nor there- 
can I ſee the leaſt Reaſon, why any Man, 
ich is rightly informed and of a peaccable 
bag per, ſhould refuſe, by his Subſcription, to 
1; ls fuch- an Aſſent to them, as our Church 
t inires from all who are admitted to Holy 
* rs. 2 | | „ 
pre 
adet 
me 
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nce in them be taken in that Generaliiy 


ay ſafely challenge any Man to find a falſe. 
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FS R the more ſatisſactory clearing np of 
I have ſaid touching St. Athanaſius s Cre 
think it not improper to give the Reader the 
lowing Paraphraſe of it, in which J have ret 
all the Words of the Creed it, ſelf, and have i 
with interwoven ſuch things as (in my Apprif 
ſion) are either pre-ſuppos'd by, contain'd ali; 
ply d in, or evidently conſiſtent with it, an 
ceſſary or uſeful, in order to the clear and 
underſtanding of it, I mean as far as we ar 
pable, and the Belief of it is requir'd cull 
God or any Chriſtian Church. = 
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The PARAPHRAs B. 


0 
| 2 
How far God (whoſe Authority has no Lt 
but thoſe of his own Attributes) has reſerv Wo 
himſelf a Power either of barely pardoning 
is to ſay, not punifhing) ſuch Ignorance WW 
Errors as are altogether (or in a great mea 
involuntary, or of rewarding the ſincere EH 
vours of thoſe who diligently ſeek after Ta 
and yet miſs of it, is none of my Inteni10nc 
preſent to give my Thoughts, but whereas "Wi 
N 1008 
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; (57) 

e Wiſdom he has thought fit in his Goſpel 
Fal and make known unto us a ſure and 
Way to eternal Salvation, whoſoever, ac- 
g to this Way or Method thus made known 
, will be eternally ſaved, in the firſt place, 
ore all other things, it is incumbent on him 
Wc /[ary that he ſo embrace and hold that Faith 
was once deliver d unto the Saints, [ Fade3.] 


3 


( becauſe it was every where univerſally 

d and taught to all Chriſtian Churches) as 
of may be a ſufficient Foundation for the 
cr WT mance of all thoſe Duties which God by the 
the Goſpel requires from him. e 
- 10h Faith, except every one to whom it is ſuffi- 
ey propos d or preach'd do, according to his 
PP: Slcity, embrace, and alſo Zeep whole and unde- 


Without knowingly or careleſly giving way 
yy Docrines or Practices that are contrary to 
tructive of. it, he is guilty of great Sin, and 
© 1" docs not timely repent) without doubt be ſhall 
Egndemn'd by God, and periſh everlaftingly. 
4 whereas no Doctrine is more plainly 
Wt in the Goſpel (as well as in the Law and 
Prophets) than that there is but one God 
and yet ſuch things are as plainly ſaid of 
Father, the Son (or Word, as he is alſc call'd) 
he Holy Ghoſt, as cannot agree to any but 
only, I am perſuaded that the fundamental 
Wiple of the Catholick Faith i this, that, we ſo 
e theſe things as that they may have a due 
Hence on our Practice; and as by our being 
Wilans we dedicate our ſelves to the Service of 
gather, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, fo ſhould 
ccordingly worſhip one God in Trinity, and this 
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ve commonly call the Catholick or univerſal 


(38) 


Scripture in the very ſame Language as 


ways ſpeak of Three diſtinct Perſons, nor of 
viding in our Thoughts that Unity which il 
| taught to be in God, ſo as to apprehend lf 


gine that in che Divine Nature there is or 
more than one Suhſtance or Spirit. 


For altho” it is impoſſible for the limited 


city of Man to have full and adequate Not 
the things belonging unto God, which we 
only in part (1 Cor. 13. 9.) or clear and 


ones of what we only ſee as thro a Glaſs 


Cv. 12.) or in a Riddle ¶ Marg.) yet that! 
not only a nominal, but a real DiſtinQin 
tween the Father, the Son, and the Holy( 
is made as plain as well may be from the fr 
Expreſſions of the Holy Scripture, which | 
juſt now hinted at, wherein theſe Three 
often ſpoken of in the very ſame manner 


always ſpeak of Three diſtin Perſons; 4 


therefore becauſe I cannot find more 
Words to expreſs my Thoughts of this U 
ction (nor can any Words, I think, fully « 


it as it is in itſelf) I chuſe to do it a 


as I can by ſaying, that there ig. one Pr) 


the Father, another of the Son, and another 


; 7 


Holy Gh. But I do not hereby mean 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are | 
Perſons after the ſame manner as Three 
or Three Angels are Three Perſons, all ti 


Nen her' confounding the Notion which wil 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Gh 
there were no real Diſtinction between 
whom ſo often we find to be ſpoken of il 


4 


intend is to acknowledge and profeis thi | 
Diſtinction which I believe to be between i 


which comes nearer to that of Three Hal 


C 


\ 


h Helical Perfons (according to the afore- 
GhoWWrpredions of Scripture) than any other 
cen ntation that 1 can make, or that I find 
of i 
as f ſufficient Capacity or Information) my 
nor Whenſion of this Diſtinction may be, yet if 
ich Hpelieve it as in Conſequence thereof to 
nd one GOD in Trinity, and this Trinity 
is or Whom by my Baptiſm I have dedicated my 
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1ted( to my everlaſting Salvation. 
Noni whilt J am thus ſetting forth, as well as 


able, this Trinity of ' Perſons, I think it 


we 
Wry to profeſs, that all this 1s to be un- 


and 


aſs d in ſuch a manner (and none other) 
hat i be perfectly and fully conſiſtent with the 
nctiq of God, for there neither is nor can be 


than one God, and therefore I allo ex- 


oly( 
7 ſay, as I truly believe, that the Divine 


je fre 


ch He, or Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and 
ree Ho Gho#, is all one and the very ſame, 
ner 8 the Glory equal and the Majeſty 
ns; 4). | 


any one ſhall demand how this can be? 


is Nhat Poſſibility is there that one and the 
y Being ſhould yet be Three? I can only 
t bat when God ſhall be pleaſed to enlarge 
Pri acultiecs (as he certainly will do if I ar- 
her o the Life of the Bleſſed in the World to 


© when my preſent Knowledge, which is 


re n part, (hall be done away, and that 
re 1s perfect (hall come in its room (1 Cor. 
go.) when I ſhall be bleſſed with ſeeing 


Jas be is (1 John 3. 2.) or Face to Face, 
nowing bim in ſome manner as I am 
nown of him (I Cor. 13. 12.) then ſhall 

| my 
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made of it - and however imperfect (for | 


in Unity, my Faith in this Point is faf- 
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my Paith be turn'd into Knowledge, an. 
I now only believe upon the bare Te| : \ 
of God's Word, I ſhall- then have a cle 
diſtinct Apprehenſion of; but in the mea 
for. me to take upon me to offer any 
cation of this Myſtery, whereby to mak: 
clear in it ſelf tothe Reaſon. and Undaf 
ing: of Man as it is, or ought to be, in i 
Ai.ibility to his Faith upon the Authority i 
would be much the ſame as if. a Mail 
never had Eyes, and yet believes ſometh_g 
Light and Colours from the many Diſc 
and analogical Repreſentations which bl 
had of them from his honeft Neighbours, 
take upon him to write a Diſcourſe if 
ticks; and as the ſame Demand may pill 
ſeveral times be made upon occaſion of 
I am farther about to ſay touching the 
feſſion of my Faith, ſo I. deſire that (o 
_ all) the Anſwer. which I have now. given 
be ſuppos'd to be return d to it; my [ 
is only to declare what I believe, either 
the expreſs Teſtimony of Holy Scripture, ali 
Ts evident Conſequences from it as I tbin 
. conſidering Man can avoid; but to e 
U any thing: that is no Object either of my! 
or Reaſon, but of my Faith only, and. 
God has not thought fit as yet ro exp 
nie, as it is no parr of my Undertakin 
would it be an Attempt altogether as tl 
as every one mult own it would be pre 
tuous. = 
However from the Doctrine of a. Trin 
the Unity of God, thus Rated from the 
9 Scriptures, there are certain Conſequences, Wl 
tho I am not able to explain any more 
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ws t finding them ſo 
ers if not all of 


ö ut alſo that I would willingly give Sa- 


onfeſſion of a Trinity and Unity in 
do not ſecretly harbour any Explica- 
Wat is really deſtructive of that Doctrine 
BS outwardly and in Words I pretend to 
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ature, Subſtance or Godhead, being com- 
Wo the Three Perſons, we muſt of Neceſ- 
Wy, that ſuch as che Father is, ſuch is the 
(4 ſuch is the Holy Got. 

t the Father is uncreate, the Son uncreate, 


the Hh Ghoſt uncreate. 

(ont the Father is incomprehenſible, the Son 
wi rehenſible, and the Holy Ghoft incomprehen- 
her E that the Father is eternal, the Son eternal, 
e; ae Holy Ghoft eternal. | 

= {till becauſe the Divine Nature is but 


Dnd che. ſame, we muſt with the like Ne- 

7 And yet they are not three Eternals 
e Eternal: By which way of ſpeaking we 
Net deny but that they are three Eternal 
Ins, (fill underſtanding the Word Perſon 
i wc Senſe I have but now given it) only we 


Pond mean that they are not three Eternal 


but one only. 


eee Incomprehenſfibles, nor three Uncreated , 


We Uncreated, and one Incomprebenſible. 
K | © 


NJ 


of 


k En to all Chriſtians, that under a ge- 


Example, One and the very ſame Di- 


= 4//o, it is in the ſame manner to be un- 
od when we farther ſay, that there are 
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Se (ikemiſe our Confſeſſon is: to be into 
when we ſay the: Father it Almighty, dhe! | 
e; and. 1 Holy Ghoſt 2 wh | 
nd yet. they are not #bree Alwightie 
| ur Jag F 

For fo we expreſly fay, that the Fair 


the San is God, and: the Holy Ghoft' is God; WW: 
one and the. ſame Godhead or Divine 
is common to the three Perſans. 

And yet that they are not three God, 
God; becauſe we moſt firmly- believe - 
Divine Nature neither is nor can be mol 

e. * 

And ſo likewiſe for the ſame Renſon: 1 2 
that the Father is Lord, the Son Lord, o. 
Holy Ghoſt Lord. 

And yet that they are not three Lords, 2 
Lord. 

For like as we are compelled by. the n 
Verity, contained in the Holy 8 
Enonledge every Perſon by bimfelf to be us 
Lord; becauſe we there find the Father, tl 
and the Holy Gholt, to be after that n. 
diſtinctly ſpoken of. nn 

So are we forbidden by the Catholick Reli ck 
the ſame Scriptures compriſed, to ſay, e 
three Gods or three Lords; becauſe they ſ 
expreſly tell us that there is but one. 0 

Farthermore,. when alſo we ſpeak of ! 
theſe Perſons ſeverally, and as they arc WW 
guiſhed one from the other, becauſe the IF"! 
1s far above our Underſtanding, we thin $ 


ſelves (till in like manner obliged either i 
the very Words of Scripture, or ſuch W"* 
exactly agrecable to the Tenour thereof, 
taking upon us any farther to 'explain the 


(63) - 


i * than what the ipture has already 


j us. I SEO) #it- 3 $2? 385 
e Faber then, as à diftint Perſon, we 
It he is made of none, neither created nor 


. S we ſay, that he 4 the Son f 
c, alone, not made, nor created, but be- 


of the Holy Ghoſt we ſay, that he « the 
W th: Father and of the Son, neither made, 
, nor begotten, but proceeding. | 
8 Expreſſions I lay we make uſe of, be- 
Ne nd them exactly agreeable to Scri- 
and the Repreſentation that is there 
of the Divine Oeconomy (if I may fo 
W without pretending to explain the exact 
g of the Words [:Begotten and Proceed- 
aſhgning the Difference between them, 
Dn this Occaſion they are uſed, but al- 
r content with that Analogy which God 
Wis: been pleaſed to ſignify that there is 
the to- us· incomprehenſible things of him- 
Ind thoſe of human kind with which we; 
Wniliarly acquainted. 
When we are careful to maintain and aſ- 
de Unity of the Divine Nature or Sub- 
ſo do we think it our Duty alſo to 
our Belief of the Number and Diſtincti- 
Perſons which the Scripture ſufficiently 
s us to be in the Godhead ; it appearing 
vidently from the Word of God, that in 


re ( 
he 8 


hair) ol Nature, Subltance, or Eflence, 
1cr one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, 
hre Sons; one Holy Ghoſt, not three Holy 


f that is to ſay, three Perſons, and net- 
the Wore nor leſs, according to the Explica- 
ready given of the Word [Perſon.] - 


\ 


tber and co-equal. 
and expreſs d, the Unity of God in the! 


4 ; 1 , 
fa | | 0 04 ) | Wo 
And ſince the Divine Nature, or Su. 

is one and the ſame, and common ů 
and every of the three Perſons, it m 
ceſſarily follow with reſpect thereunto, WM 
this Trinity none is afore or after another, i 
eater or leſs than another. k 
But the whole three Perſons are cb-etemui 


So that in all things, as is herein 


of Perſons, and the Trinity of Perſons 
Unity of the Godhead is to be worſbipel i 
this is the fundamental Principle of tl 
tholick Faith, into which all Chriſtians 
Chrift himſelf commanded to be baptized: 
28. 19. m 
But ſome perhaps will ſay, that ti 
willing to confeſs their Faith in the WS 
Scripture, but not in any others that 
human Contrivance. I anſwer, that ou, 
does not conſiſt in this or that Form of if 
but in the Belief of the Things themſely; 
God has made known. And if any | 
aſtical or Scholaſtick Words, that har: 
made uſe of to expreſs our Faith, may 
to ſome ſeem doubtful or not ſufficienthſ 
per, ſuch Words are always to be und 
and interpreted in compliance with the 
ture, which is the Rule of our Faith, ar; 
the Scripture in compliance with their ſu 
Meaning. Good Chriſtians may poſſibly 
about Forms of Expreſſion ; but ſince tl 
ſhip one God in Trinity, and the Tri 
Unity, is the fundamental Principle of uU 
tholick Faiib, (as has been already ſaid) ri 
laws, that he therefore that will do all ni 


—— 
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ni neceſſary to be ſaved in that only, 
my 1 certain Way, which God has re- 
o, and made known, mut thus think of the 
er, , whatever Words he may happen to 
W iſe of for the more clear and better ex- 
We of his Thoughts. But ſince thoſe Words 
the Chriſtian Church has ſo long made 


ern 


1 to expreſs their Belief of this Myſtery, 
the W underfiood according to that Analogy 
ns W the Holy Scripture often repreſents to be 
pl Men ſpiritual and ſenſible things, are ſo 
th agreeable to the Words and Expreſſions - 


ns WE Scripture it ſelf, it would, I think, be 
2d 2ument of an unquiet and unpeaceable 
er in me, ſhould I obſtinately reject thoſe 
for no other reaſon but only becauſe in 
W primary and literal Senſe they do not 
unto the things ' they are made uſe of 


our preſs. If we muſt never ſpeak of God 
of WW ſuch Terms as in the moſt ſtrict and 
(lvl Senſe do agree unto him, for ought that 
1y 8 find, we mult for ever be ſilent about 
hav and neither demonſtrate his Being, nor 
y WW his Attributes, nor even ſet forth his 
ent. But if all that we can poſſibly ſay— 
und, his Attributes and Actions, mult of 
the Wity be expreſſed not in literal but analo- 
, aMWMlerms, (as I think is ſufficiently to be 
ed from what 1 have ſaid in the fore- 
bly Diſcourſe, 5. XXXIV, &c,) What ima- 


e Reaſon can be given why any Man 


[10988 obitinately reject ſuch. ſort of Terms 
i U we come to ſpeak of that Trinity which 
- ipture ſo evidently repreſents to be in 


Inity of the Godhead ? 
= G Furiſer- 


(66) 


Furthermare, it is, in like manner, meceſ 


4 fx 


everlaſting Salvation (I mean in that owl 
way and method which God has {ſettled 
eſtabliſhed under the Goſpel) that he wo 


belteves the Trinity of Perſons in the Un 
the Divine Nature, as is above ſet forth 
alſo Believe rightly that the ſecond Per 
this Holy Trinity (who is called the 
the Word) did, in the Fulneſs of Time, if 
human Nature upon him, and become 
for our ſake; which we commonly cali 
Doctrine of the Incarnation of our Lord 
For, altho' our weak and dark Reaſon lh 
able to explain or comprehend how oi 
what manner the Divine and Human NW 
are conjoined together in one Perſon, any 
than how three Perſons can be united if 
fame Divine Nature; yet that the thing 
ally ſo, is fo evidently to be collected" 
a great many Paſſages of Holy Scripture, i 
give this Account of him, that we il 
but acknowledge that the right Faith is, i 
believe and confeſs that our Lord Jeſus C 
Son of God, is God and Man. 14 
Being the Second Perſon of the Howl U 
nity he is GOD of the Subſtance of th. 
(with whom he is by Nature one) bega 
for: the Worlds, from all Eternity, ad 
been miraculouſly conceiy'd and born of 
Virgin, we therefore ſay that he is Ma 
SwbFance of his Mother, born in the World. 
And the Divine and Human Natur: 
both compleat in him, we therefore far 
pPreſs our Meaning by ſaying that he 5 
God and perfect Man, of a reaſonable M 
Human Fl wh ſubſiting. * 
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he is equal to the Father 4s touching his 
, and inferior to the Father as touching his 


04s 


eceſ he 
Ord a | | *x + LETS 
tied BY, lebe be be really and truly both God 
Who an, yet, finding him always ſpoken of 
UnWipture in the ſame manner as we uſu- 
forth peak of one ſingle Perfon , we mult o 
ik y ſay that he ts not two, but on? Chriſt. | 
e M'>tho' we are not able fully to explain 
me, anner of the Unity of the Two Natures 
me Writ, as being altogether above our Com- 
ci ion, yet, to prevent all Miſapprebenſi- 
"ord WF our Meaning herein, we ſay that Chriſt 
, by any Converſion of the Godhead into 


7 


ſon Wwhich we take to be a thing in it ſelf 
dle) but by taling of the Manhood, which 


Nature finite, into God, who is a Being 
Wd this till to be underſtaod without ſup- | 
ic any Mixture of the Divine and Human 
Ince (ſuch as, for Example, there is be- 
Ivo different Liquors when they are 


ure, il 0 | 
> MWMſogether in one Veſſel) for however, God 
is, lan are joln'd in Chriſt, yet {till the 


Wc and Human Nature in him remain di- 
w' not ſeparate one from the other; 
Which reaſon we ſay that Chriſt is one al- # 
r, not by Confuſion of the Divine and Hu- F 
ub tance, but by the Conjunction of Gid 1 
Man.in Unity of Perſon. 
(co illuſtrate this Matter a little, as far 
are capable) as the reaſonable Saul or Spi- 
Human Fieſh or Body is, and makes 
ie Man, in whom (il the Spirit and Bo- 
Wowever cloſely join'd together, do yet truly 
theic ſeveral and diſtinct Natures, ſo God 
G 2 and 


r TITTY ONE ONTO 


(63) 
and Man, without any Alteration in 
Nature or Subſtance, is, and conſtitutes 
Perſon in Chrif. — 

And this is he who ſuffer d for our S 
deſcended into Hell, and roſe again the ibi 
from the Deal. 5 . 
He aſcended into Heaven, be fitteth on ti 
Hand of the Father God Almighty , from 
he ſhall come to judge the Quick and the Dea. 
At whoſe coming all Men ſhall riſe aguil 
their Bodies bw all give Account for t 
And they that have done Good (that is il 
have ſincerely perform'd what God by tif 
pel requires from us) ſhall go into Life a 
ang, and they that have done Evil (that 
Ay, have livd wickedly, and not mad 
Peace with God by a timely Repentance) 
go into everlaſting Puniſhment , which, 8 
Dreadfulneſs of it, is in Scripture repreſen 
the Appellation of Fire. . = 
This Doctrine which J have now been | 
forth 6, for Subſtance, the main and | 
mental part of the Catholick Faith ; bo 
Poſſible it is that they who agree in on 
the ſame true Belief may yet (as I bai 
ready ſaid) ſometimes differ about the 
or Terms wherein they make Profeſſion W 
if indeed a Man wants Capacity to app 
theſe things, or ſufficient Information Wl 
them, ſo that his Error or Ignorance Wi 
thro any Fault of his own, I paſs no] 
ment upon him, but leave him to (ia 
fall to his own Maſter; but as for thol 94 
have ſufficient Capacity, but yet w 
hearken to what is propos d to them 


Jr” 


F FY 3 . 8 


Fi and by the Authority of God, Or reject 1 
tes Moctrine that he has made known, be- 1 
it cannot be directly explaind by or 1 

| W from the Principles of Reaſon ; or if = 
Wy other Account a Man's want of Belief - F 
Wo his own Neglect or Fault, with reſpect is 

" rn a Man as this, I ſay, that this is that Pi 
om a which except a Man receive when it is Ro 
Dea Wently propos d to him, and believe ſo faith- 15 
ag as ſincerely and conſcientiouſly to per- ji 
t the Duties that are grounded upon it, he il 
be eternally ſaved, 2 BEE 
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| Pr. d. ; > | 
Ny VII. A Sermon preach'd before the Houſe of I. 
mons at St. 4ndrew's Church, Dublin, October 23. x 


ful Son of the Eſtabliſn'd Church. Price 6 d. 
tial Reaſon, Pr. 6 d. 


Books Printed for RICHARD 8. ; : 


A Gentleman's Religion in three Parts; il 
contains the Principles of Natural Relizililt 
ſecond and third the Doctrines of Chriſtianity 
to Faith and Practice; with ah Appendix, ee 
it is prov'd,. That nothing contrary to our Re 
poſſibly be the Object of our Belief: But that i 
juſt Exception againſt ſome of the Do&rines oi 
Karte that they are above our Reaſon. The 
tion. | | 5 6 
Il. An Anſwer to all the Excuſes and Pretenoy 
Men ordinarily make for their not coming to ti 
Communion, to which is added a brief Account 
End and Deſign of the Holy Communion, the 0 
tion to receive it, the way to prepare for it, ui 
Behaviour of our ſelves both at, and after it. 
34. or 205. per Hundred. * 
III. Plain Inſtructions for the young and Ig 
comprized ina ſhort and eaſy Expoſition of the 
Catechiſm, adapted to the Underſtanding and Ma 
of the meaneſt Capacity. Pr. 3d. or 20 5s. per Hu 
IV. An Eſſay towards making the Knowle 
Religion eaſy to the meaneſt Capacity, being a ſii 
plain Account of the Doctrines and Rules of Ci 
nity. Price 2 d. or 12 5. per Hundred. J. 
V. Some ſhort and eaſy Directions for ſpend 
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Day well, by which (if every Day carefully obſeq 
Man may be much enabled, thrgugh God's CH 
ſpend his whole Life well. Pr. 1 d. or 6 5s. per Hull 
VI. The Divine Authority of Church 69 
ment and Epiſcopacy ſtated and aſſerted upon P/ 

common to all Chriſtians ; preach'd at the (! 
tion of the Lord Biſhop of Cork and Roſſe, 4pri!: 4 
WT CC 


Price 3 d. 8 0 
VIII. The true Church- man ſet in a juſt a 
Light, or an Eſſay towards a right Character of 


IX. Religiou Try'd by the Teſt of ſober and 
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nal Salvation the only End and Defign of 
fu a Sermon preach'd at the Pariſh Church 
liga - burgh, Dublin; on Sunday OFober 3. 1714. 


ren written by the Right Reverend Dr. Edward 
, Biſhop of Raphoe in Ireland. 


5 e Genuine Epiſtles of St. Barnabas, St. Igna- 
crment, St. Polycarp, and the Shepherd of Her- 
. Pr. 5 5: 5 | 


ten practical Diſcourſe concerning Swearing, eſpe- 
to i the two great Points of Perjury and common 
ounWMMng. Pr. 15. 6 d. 5 

he The Principles of the Chriſtian Religion ex- 
it, in a brief Commentary on the Church Cate“ 
r it. Pr. 15. 64. 


ne Church of Xome no Guide in matters of 
in anſwer to a Letter from a Nephew to his 


containing his Reafons why he became a Ro- - 
d Matholick, and why he now declines any further 


p es about Matters of Religion. Pr, 6d. 
ral Sermons on ſpecial Occaſions. | 

, g be Right Reverend Dr. Wake, Biſhop of Lincoln. 
I LIN —— . 1 11 EE 


gs to the Church of England and that of Rome, 
ey rals'd between an honourable Lady and Dr. 
and . Hickes; to which is added a Letter written by 
=: ewoman of Quality to a Romiſh Prieſt upon 
eturn from the Church of Rome to the Church 
0 gland, c. Pr. 44. 5 
1 Two Treatiſes, one of the Chriſtian Prieſthood, 
her of the Dignity of the Epiſcopal Order, with 
> 2 Di- 
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the Third Edition, with the Addition of the 


'55. aud alſo in 120, price 2 5. 


a Diſcourſe in Anſwer to the Rights of the (if 
Church, in Two Volumes in 8vo, price 12 ; 
| Theſe Three by the Reverend Dr. George 
I. The Works of Flavim Foſephus, Folio. 
II. Fables of Æſop, and other eminent M 
giſts, 8 o. Price 5 5. 1: 
III. Fables and Stories moraliz'd, being 2 
Part of the Fables of Æſop, and other emin:f 
thologiſts, 8vo. Price 3 s. 6 d. 
IV. Twenty Two ſelect Colloquies out of 
Roterodamw, pleaſantly repreſenting ſeveral (M 
tious Levities that were crept into the CH 
Rome in his Days; to which are added Sera 
logues, with the Life of the Author. By Mr. 
Brown. Price 4 5. | i | 
V. Quevedo's Viſions, the gth Edition, 850. 
Theſe Five by Sir Roger L'Eſtrange, kill 
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I. Fpifletw's Morals, with Simpliciu's Coll 


Epitetw. Price 5 8. | | 
II. Parſons his Chriſtian Directory, being if 
tiſe of holy Reſolution, in Two Parts, pur 
all Errors, put into modern Engliſh, &c. Price if 

III. The Chriſtian's Pattern, or a Treatil: 
Imitation of Jeſus Chriſt, written originally in 
By Thomas à Kempu ; to which are added Medi 
and Prayers for {ick Perſons, in 8vo, with Cui 


IV. The Truth and Excellency of the C! 
Religion aſſerted againſt Jews, Turks, Infid 
Hereticks, in Sixteen Sermons preach'd at the 
founded by the honourable Robert Boyle in the 
1701 and 1702. Price bound 9g s. E 

V. A Paraphraſe and Comment upon the 
and Goſpels appointed to be uſed by the Chu 
England on all Sundays and Holidays through 
Year, in 4 Volumes 8vo, price 20s. Allo, | 
VI. Several Sermons on ſpecial Occaſions. 1 
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Several Sermons on ſpecial Occaſions. By M 
verend Dr. Robert Moſs, Dean of Ely. 1 


thed i fort View of the Prophaneneſs and Immo- 


ore: be Engliſh Stage, with the Senſe of Antiquity. 
SS Argument, 8v0, price 3 5. 6 d. TY 
oli. Defence of the ſhort View of the Englifs: 
nt M eing a Reply to Mr. Congreve. Price x 5. 6 d. 
ſecond Defence again! a Book entituled ,. 
ing z and modern Stages vindicated, 8vo, price 
—_ he Emperor Marcus Antoninus his Converſati- 


— 


1t of WS himſelf, together with the preliminary Diſ- 
eral f the learned Gazaker, and the Emperor's Life, 
je Cl by Mr. D' Acier, ſupported by the Authorities 
Ser by Dr. Stanhope; to which is added the My- 


Mr. Ea! Picture of Cehes the Theban; tranſlated inte 
From their reſpective Originals. Price 5 6. 
days upon ſeveral Moral Subjects, in Two. 


„ 850. : * . 
re, VM be Sixth Edition, price 5 5. 
WA Difſuaſive from the Play-houſe, price 3 d. 
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508 = Zheſe by the Reverend Mr. Jeremy Collier. 
f the oy „ 


ie Eſſay towards a Propoſal for Catholick 


ing nion, lately publiſh'd by a pretended Miniſter 
puri barch of England, printed at large, and an- 


Price Mbhapter by Chapter, 8vo, price 45. 

eatie f Truſt in God, or. a Difcourſe of caſting our 
11y uon God in all our Difficulties, 800, price 42. 
Medi: 5 Theſe Two by the Reverend Mr. Spinks. 


þ * 


h Cul” — — . 
Reaſonableneſs and Certainty of the Chriſtian 
e , in Two Parts, the fourth Edition, very 
Inge: lars d. By Robert Jenkins, D. D. Lady Har- 
- the lf Profeſſor of Divinity, and Maſter of St. John's 


in Cambridge. 
in th: ag 
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the 1 Canon of the New Teſtament vindicated, in 
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e Chil to the Objections of 7 Toland. By John 
oughs =, B. D. Fellow of Emanuel College in Cam- 
o, = The Second Edition, price 1 5. 64. 


adhs Law of Nature and Nations, in Fo- 
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II. Monfieur Paſcal's Thoughts on Relig 
other Subjects, 8vo, price 3. 
III. Monfieur Places Chtiſtian Caſuiſt, or 
tiſe reſolving ſeveral Caſes of Conſcience, 8: i 
IV. Biſhop Godeau's Paſtoral Inſtruct ion gf 
Annual Retirement of Ten Days. Price 17. 
Theſe Four tranſlated by the late Reverend 
Y Kennet, Prefident of C C. C. C. Oxfor 0 
A Treatife of Laws in pegeraf, of their? Na 
Defign, and of the Interpretation of them, tui 
out of French, as à pr Introduction to 7 
| 1 A New Inſtitute of the Tinperial or Civil L 
1 Motes; ſhewing in ſome particular Cafes amy 
8 | Obſervations, how the Canon Law, the I 
us land, and the Laws and Cuſtoms of other 
differ from it. The ſecond Edition very mul 
ged; by Thomas Food, Doctor of Laws, and 
feſſor in the Chancellor s Court in the Urhef 5 
pre F7; 4 

The on Chriſtians Manual of Prayers ff : 
votions for all Occaſions, recommended by i 
Reverend Mr. Wagſfaffe, price 1 s. 6 d. LL 

The Nature and Deſign of Holy-days cnt 3 
ſome ſhort and plain Reaſons and Inſtructions W 
Obſervation of the Feaſts and Faſts of the CA 
England, price 6 d. or 40 f. per Hundred. as 

The Chriſtian Scholar in Rules and Direct 
Children and Youth ſent to Englith Schoo!; : 
eſpecially defigned for the Boys taught and d 
in the ſeveral Pariſhes. - The fifth Edition, pricth M 
20s. per Hundred. = 
The Excellent Daughter, A Sermon for tief 2 
of poor Girls taught and cloath'd by Chari 

with proper Leſſons of the Duty of Daughter . 
learnt and practiſed by them in Schools and If 
price 3 d. or 205, per Hundred, 

Human Prudence, or the Art by which 2 » 
raiſe himſelf and Fortune to Grandeur, 1: n ; 
Edition, price 17. 64, 1 

The Turkiſh Spye, conſiſting of 8 Volumes | 

Boyer's Dictionary, in 8y0, price 7 5, the il 
tion. 
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His Grammar in French and Engliſh. The fifth 


, price 2 J. 


org Mackenzie's Moral Eſſays on ſeveral Sub- 


rice 55. 
en Sermons preach'd by the late Reverend 
7 on ſpecial Occaſions, price 5. 

ers Counſellor, or the Law of Tyihes, by Sir 


Dae. 
Works of St. Cyril of Feruſalem, Gr. and Lat. 
Wo: publiſhed by the Right Reverend the Lord 


of Vaterford, price 20 5. 
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